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H AT is there more precious than the Soul, yet 
what leſs regarded * What greater Evil than 
Sin, yet how little lamented £ What is there that 
ſhould be ſo Dear to us as the Glory of God, and 

what is there that ſhould 0 ſo near our Hearts, as to ſee the 

Name of God diſhonoured, yet how little are Men concerned 

about it £ O where are the weeping Jeremiahs, and the mourning 

Davids? How few are there that ſigh and groan for the Abomina-- 

tions that are committed inthe Land *Who are there amongſt us, 


that do duly reſent the Diſhonour done to God hereby ; and from 


an Holy Zeal kindled in our Breaſts, do endeavour to Vindricate 
the Honogr of God, and do our utmoſt ro Confront, and Oppoſe 
that Spirit of Prophaneneſs, which is grown fo Rampant among ft 
us 2 . | 


* "This is the very deſion of the enſuing Diſcourſe: Wherein 1 have 
ſtadied plainneſs, that it may be Obvious to the Capatity of rhe 
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The Epiſtle. 


meaneſt ; and Brevity, that it may the more eaſily come to the 
Hands of the pooreſt. 

Now I earneſtly beg your Aſſiſtance herein ; lend an helping 
Hand every one of you according to your Capacit,, Place and Sta- 
tion : See what you can do, to ſave the periſhing dyins Souls of 
your poor Neizhbours : Hath God Magnified the Riches of his 
Grace towards you ? hath he choſen you out of the World, and 4i- 
ſting iſhed you from them, and made you Heirs of the Kingdom 
of Heaven? look to the Rock from whence you: were hewen, yo: 
were by Nature Children of Wrath even as they, "tis Free 
Grace alone hath made the difference. Alas ! Poor Creatures, 
they are not ſenſible of their Danger, bat you know it ; you ſee thers 
Poſting apace to Hell, and will not you do what you can to pre- 
vent it © Have you no Bowels of Piry for them ? 

] beg you for your own She, as you would not be Guilty of their 
Blood, and would not have it laid to your Charge another Day for 
0: Reprovins, Warnins and Exhorting them. 

I b:ſeech you in their behalf, for the Sake of their Soxls that are 
uſt ready to Periſh on the very Brink of Hell ; have you never 
a Tear to drot for them who look with Death in their Face? O ! 
Do -vour 1:moſt to pluck them as Brands out of the Burning. It 
7s Reportel of Xerxes, that being in the Head of an Army of 
Ten Hundred Thouſand Men, he went to the Top of an high 
Aountain to ſee them March by ; and upon the Sight thereof he 
burſt forth into T:'ars, and being askt by his Nobles why he 
Wept ; he replyed, I Weep to think that within an Hundred 
Years, there will not be one of all theſe gallant en alive, if 
the Conſideration of this made an Heathen to Weep, how much 
more ſhould you Weep, to think bow many Millions there are 
now living, that in a few Years will be not only in their Graves, 
but in Hell ! | 

Let me alſo beſeech you for the Sake of the Nation ; God hath 
threatned us once and agein, and yet hath ſtayed his Hand, as 
one loath to deſtroy us : But, have we not now cauſe to fear, 
leaſt he ſhould draw his Sword, foarbiſh it, and prepare it for a 
Slaughter ? Is not Divine Providence already blowing the 
Trumpet, and ſounding an Alarm, and do not the Fudgements 
of God ſcem tobe in their March towards us? And if once God 
begins to contend with us, who knows what the end thereof will be 
in the Day of his Vengeance, after ſolong Forbearance. 
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And eſpecially, I beſeech you for the Lord's Sake, as you 
would ſhew your ſelves to be his Children, and tender of your Fa- 
thers Honour ; doth it not go near your Hearts to ſee his Name 
Diſhonoured and Blaſphemed, his Laws Violated, and his Au- 
thority Dejpiſed ? Can you ſee all this, and hold your Peace ? 
Shall Satan with his Inſtruments and Agents, Fattors for Hell, 
be ſo Politick, ani Indyſtrious ro promote his Intereſt, and Ad- 
vance his Kingdom, and will not you quit your ſelves as the 
Loyal Subjetts of your Lord, in uſing your utmoir Diligence to 
oppoſe him, and Advance the Kingdom of your Lord ? Fear not 
the bold and daring looks of Sin, nor its Heitoring, and Raffling 
in all its Pageantry : Confront it, oppoſe it, make all the Efforts 
you can againſt it, where ever you ſee it. It is the grand 
Enemy of your Lord, which hath bid defiance ro Heaven ; 
ſhew your Zeal and Conrage for your Lord, fear not its Bluſter- 


ings, thi Arm'd with all the Power of Hell. 


Tis true, the Vices, Immoralities and Debaucheries of the 
Nation, is a general complaint, and indeed o42ht to be lament- 
ed ; bat let us ak our ſelves, have we done what we might for 
a Reformation ? For beſides, what Magiſtrates may do by their 
Coercive Power, how much might private Chriſtians do alſo in 
order hereunto |! 

Had we but improved our Capacity according to the Incourage- 
ment, and Opportunity we have had of late Years, by aſing the 
0ſt Effeflual Ways and Means Congducing in order ro a Refor- 
mation, and eſpecially the Reformation of Youth, ( of whom: there 
is more hope than of old hardned and obſtinate Sinners) might 
not this Generation now ſpringing up have been more hopeful, 
whereby a new Face of things might ere long be ſeen both in 
Charch and State : And if God ſhould have a Controverſie with 
this ation, and bring an or oming Scourmre upon us, who 
knows how deeply the People of God themſelves may [ſuffer in Na- 
tional Calamities for this very Cauſe, viz. their 100 great neg- 
left, and unconcernedneſs in promoting a Reformation. | 

Let us bewail, and be deeply humbled, not oaly for ozr own 
Sins, but the Sins of others ; and let us be of a P»blick Spirit, 


' and beconcern'd not only for our own Salvation, but the Salvation 


of others: This will be t0 us an Evidence of the Truth of our Grace. 
Let us Live more Exemplary our ſelves ; let our Lights be 
fhining, and our Lamps be burning, let or Converſation Grace 
A 3 our 
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%r Profeſſion, let us Exerciſe a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards God and Man ; let us give them no jult Occaſion to Re- 
| fleft unon 1s for Covetuouſneſs, Earthly Mindedneſs, 8zc. and 
| ne | | 
| 


to fay of us, tho' we are not Swearers, Drunkar, Ss, WC. as they, 
Jet wo are Covetuons, unjuſt in our Dealings, &c. they are glad, 
if they can find any Occaſion to diſgrace your Profeſſion with ſuch 
RefleHions as theſe. Let our Converſation b: Heavenly, our Dij- 
i courſe Szvogury, and let an even Spun Thread of Religion run 
thro all our Aftions : By this means, the Application we make 
of ovr ſelves to them, whether by way of Reproof, or Councel and 
Exbortation, will have the more Weight, and may have the 
greater Influence upon them. 

Ant think it not enouoh, and that you have done your Duty; 
it occalionally you hear them Swear, $C. 3914 Reprove them for it ; 
Pzt 2s for thoſe that are your Neighbours and Acquaintance, 
| ani eſpecially theſe that vo have a more than ordinary Intimacy 
I with and Intereſt in, Viſit them, 90 to their Honſes, and with all 
Seriouſneſs and AﬀeFtionateneſs, lay open before them the Odiogs 


and Abominable Nature of Sin, and the Sin of their Nature, {\ * 
and then in particular, the Sins they are Gzilty of ; tell them of on 
the Danger they are in, and the Wrath of God, and dreadful ; 
Torments of Hell, which they muſt for ever endure without Re- - 
pentance and a ſaving Faith. In Inſtratting them, do it with ; 
all Condeſcenſion and Plainneſs. In Reproving them, do it in 

Wiſdom, with a Spirit of Meekneſs. In Conncelling and Ex- ; 
hortins them, do it with all Gravity, Seriou ſneſs and Aﬀetti- }, 
ovateneſs, that they may ſee that you are in good earneſt, and FN 
kow mach you are concerned about them : And in Reaſoning with - 
ther, wſe all the moſt Cogent, and Pathetical Mottves and dr- oy 
Cements you can to perſwade them ; and you that are Rich, you r: 


have a greater Advantage and Capacity than others, to Influ- 

ence y04r poor Neighbours by your Charitable Aſſiſtance ; and 
amnn® other things, you may grve them good Books ; and where- 
in can you better expend your Charity ? Books Plain, Pertinent, 
an1 ſuitable 10 them; injoin them the ſerioas Peruſal thereof, 
an f:rious Confederation of what they Read, and afterward Diſ- 
en: ſo with them about the Subject matter thereof, and endea- f 
21944 to ſet it cloſe and home to their Conſoiences. This Cour ſe may 
( thro theBleſſing of God) be more Beneficial to ſome, than all he / 


S-rmons ever they heard. Exhort them ta a ſeriqus Confideratis *, 
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tion of their State every Day, and Examination of themſelves ; 
and to be Diligent in the uſe of all Means God hath appointed in 
| order to their Salvation: Pat them on Prayer, both in their Fa- 
milies if they have any, and alſo ſecret Prayer ; ami charge 
them Rtriftly to obſerve the Lords Day, and attend on his Ordi- 
nances : Bythis Courſe you may peradventure be the Inſtruments 
| of the Converſion of many, and the Reformation of moſt ; howe- 
| wer 04 willbe clear of the Blood of their Souls ; and beſides, you 
your ſelves will reap the Benefit and Advantage hereof, your 
Hearts wil! hereby be the mere warmed, and your Graces beins 
thas exerciſed, will be increaſed and ſtrengthned. 

Moreover, how well will God take this at your Hands, when 
| be ſees you thus Zealous for his Glory, and Faithful in improv- 
ing your Talents ; you may not only have your Crown of Glory 

more weighty hereafter, bat you may be favoured with a ſpecial 
Priviledge here, even to be Tri d in the Day of Gods Wrath, 
and be Marked out for ſafety in the midſt of Deſolating Fudg- 
| ments, when you may ſee others falling at your Right Hand ant 

Left, you may be preſerved, an Survivor,to ſee the Glorious Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in his Kingdom upon the Earth, which ſhall 
inſue thoſe dreadful Convulſrons in the Old Heaven and Earth, 
and thoſe Violent Hurricanes and Cataſtrophes in Kingdoms and 
States ; that ſhall make way for the introducing a new Hea- 
ven and new Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs doth dwell. 

Finally, Pray for them, Pray for your poor Carnal Neigh- 
boars and Friends, Pray for a poor ſinking dying Nation ; fear 
leaſt its Preſervation hitherto, might be a Re s Ahh for more 
dreadful Fudgments : Tho a Nation be under very deplorable 
Circumſtances, yet tis not in a hopeleſs and deſperate State, un- 
til God reſtrains a Spirit of Prayer for it : Sad is the Caſe of 
ſuch a people,as once was the Caſe of the Jews,in Feremiah 7. 16. 
Therefore Pray not thou for this People, neither lift up cry 
\ nor Prayer for them, neither make Interceſſion to me ; for 
T will not hear thee, When once God comes to theſe, that he 
is fo highly provoked by the Sins of a Nation, that he comes to a 
! 1 fall Reſolution, the Decree is gone forth, and the irreverſ(ibl? 
Sentence paſt ; as in Exek, 14. 14. 16. 18. 20, Tho' theſe 
three Men, Noah, Daniel, and Fob were in it, they ſhould 
deliver but their own Souls by their Righteouſneſs, {ith 
).. the Lord God. Yer. 16. Tho' theſe Three Men were in it, 
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as IT live, ſaith the Lord, they ſhall deliver neither 
Sons nor Daughters ; they only ſhall be delivered, but the 
Land ſhall be deſolate. God grant that this be not the Caſe 
of England : O Pray, Pray, Pray in hope ; who knows but 
God may be Gracious * Pray, that God would pour out a 
Spirit of Repentance and Reformation upon the Land, 
that he would chuſe to Refine, and Reform us, and not 
to ruine us : And let thoſe amons/} you, that as Moles can 
ftand in the Gap, you that are the interceedins Abrahams, 
the wreſtling Jacobs, the Danicls that are greatly beloved, the 
high Fawozrites of the Court of Heaven, that have more than 
ordinarily the Ear and Heart of God, improve your Intere/t 
at the Throne of Grace, by earneſt Supplications for a poor Na- 
tion, "RE 

fn let us all be deeply humbled before the Lord, not only for 
the Lewdneſs and Immoralities of the Prophane, but the Looſe- 
neſs and irregularities of Profeſſors, their Lukewarmneſs, Earth- 
ly Mindedneſs and Conſormity to the World, for which we have 
Reaſons to fear, leaſt God ſhould put the ſame Cup into our 
Hands, that our Proteſtant Neighbours have been Drinking ſo 
deeply of ; yea, let us be deeply Humbled for the Miſcarriages 
of Gods or:n Children, for which he may in his Fatherly Diſplea- 
ſure, debate with them with the Rod in his Hand, and Exerciſe 
them with his New Covenant Diſcipline. | 

Let us all in a moſt Humble Poſture, prepare to Jeet our 
God with Weeping and Supplication. 
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A Sermon, Preach'd before the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners in D#blin : By Tho. Emlyn. Printed at Dublin; | 
and now Re-printcd at the Requett of a Socicty for Re- 
formation of Manners in London ; and Sold by William 
Aarſhall, at the Bible in Newgate-ſtreet. Price. 3 d. or 
to thoſe who are Charitably deſpos'd, 2 5. 6 d. per Dozen. 
Where you may be Supply'd with moſt of Dr. Orer<, 
Mr. Caryls and Mr, Bunyan's Works, ©c. 
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Reformation of Manners. 


Sente of the Abominable Nature of Sim, with: 
the dreadtul Fftects and Tendency thereot, 
and fees how 1t Abounds every where in the 
Nation, that doth not lay it to Heart ; and in the Conſ1- 
deration thereof 1s not deeply Aﬀected ? Eſpectally,. when 
he Conſiders what Means have been made uſe of to put a 
Check thcereunto ; Laws have been Enacted againſt Immo- 
ralities; and His Majeſty hath Tflued forth his Royal Pro- 
clamation, to ſtir up all Ofhcers whom it may Concern, 
to put them 1nto Execution : But 1s there not a Spirit in 
the Nation that doth oppoſe a Work of Reformation ? 
And doth not Wickednef grow more Rampant ? Indeed 


\/ HO is there that hath any Sight, or due 


- 1n the City of London and ſome Corporations, where Ma- 


giſtrates are Zealous for God, there hath been ſoine Check 
given thereunto ; but in other Parts of the Nation, there 
15 Ittleor no Notice taken of. 

What Sweating and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, Uncleam- 
neſs, Prophanation of the Lord's Day, and ſuch like Abo- 
EE C |  tainable 
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minable Enormities, the very Badge of the Black Regi- 
ment of Hell, are to be ſeen and heard almoſt every 
where? To tce and hear theſe thinzs amongſt Heathens, 
and Barbarous Nations, would not {cem fo ſtrange: But 
that ſuch ſhould be found in Enzland, amoneſt thoſe that 
call themſelves Ciriſtians, where the Goſpel hath been 
Preached ſo long ; and that the Power of Corruption 
[hould be ſo mighty and prevailing in the Hearts of Mcn 
by Nature, that it will not be born down by the greateſt 
Eftorts that can be made againit it, either by the Mazi- 
{tracy or Miniſtry, is even ſurprizing. : ; 

| Men ſeem -to be of the ſame Spirit with the Uniu/7 
F+4ge 11 the Parable : They fear not Gol, nor regard 
Man, 

It 1s certainly the Concern of all, that have any Zeal 
for the Glory of God, any Bowels of Pitty towards poor 
dying and periſhing Souls, any Loyalty to the Goyern- 
ment, and Loye to the Nation wherein they Live, to en- 
deavour to ule all eftectual Means, to put a ſtop to grow- 
ing Prophaneneſ and Immoralities, and do their utmoſt 
to promote a Reformation. 

If every one, with a Spirit of Mecknelſs, would reprove 
thoſe ther find Guilty, and cndeavour to make them fen- 
{ible of the Evil of their Sn, and ſhew them from the 
Word of God, what the doleful End thereof will be at 
laſt; and 1f every one would give Information to the 
Magiſtrate concerning thoſe that remain Obſtinate, and 
will not be reformed nor reſtrained, but by the inflicting 
of the Penalty of the Laws ; who knows what an Influ- 
ence this may have? In fine, if we were all Diligent and 
in good Earnelt herein, every one according to his Sphere 
and Capacity : Private Perſons that take Cognizance of 
any that are Guilty, to Revrove, (a nd if need be) make In- 
formation, and the Magiſtrate to Inflict the due Penalty, 
and Miniſters to Manage the Sword of the Word againſt 
it, and Preach it down, there would be great hope Vice 
would be ſuppreſt ; at leaſt would not dare to walk {0 
bare faced as now it doth : The Sword of the Magiſtrate, 
together with the'two edged Sword of the Word, may do 
ſome Execution : Vice hereby may be wounded, a te 
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Nain ; ſuppreſſed, tho' not deſtroyed ; it ray become as 
a Lyon Couchant, whereas before 1t was as a Lyon Ram- 
pant : And how deſirable 1s it, 1t but tins may be et- 
fected ? ks 

It will be worth our ſerious enquiry whence 1t 18, that 
the Law of Sin in the Hearts of ſome en, now under tae 
light of the Goſpel, 18 of that force that 1t will not calily 
be controuled by the Law of God or Man ; but will break 
forth into groſs Immoralities ; and 1s hardly to bereſtrain- 
cd without great Severitics. 

7. Either 1t procceds from a groſs Ignorance cf the Fun- 
damental Principles of Religion ; whercot I am perfwad- 
cd, many 1n this Nation can give but little better Ac- 
count than the Heathen Americans. Or, 

2. From a ſecret Heart Atheiſm, and Infidelity ; Men 
may indeed Profels to belicre a Derty, and that the Scrip- 
tures are the Werd cf God : but their Faith 1s only 
Dozmatical, and Opinioaative ; 1t 18 only a confuſed eg, 
and ſuperficial Notion in the Brain, not at all aftceting 
the Heart ; they live as if they did believe noting leſs. 
Some are Scepticks in Religion, and are ready to Queſtion 
every thing thereof. Some look upon Religion only as a 
Model framed by humane Policy, for the moſt eaſie Ad- 
nuniſtration of Government ; and there are ſprung up 
among us a Generation of Men, called the Deiffs, Factors 
for Hell, that have done very much to Debauch the Na- 
tion: Or, |; 

3. From an Jnadv-rtency, a Senfeleſs, Stud, and 1n- 
conſiderate Frame of Spirit : Men hear the Word of God 
as Perſons unconcerned : , God Commands, but they re- 
gard not ; God Threatens, but they fear not : They live 
as 1t they had no Souls to ſave ; or as if it were an indit- 
{erent thing to them, whether they are ſaved or not. Or, , 

4. From a Cftomarineſs in Sinning ; the moſt groſs and 
nous Sins, Which at firſt fight may aftrighten, and 

artle the Conſcience of Sinners, will by a. Cuſtomarinels 
therein, and [repeated] Acts thercof become Familiar. 5nd 
w1ll be palliated at laſt under the Derummation of Hit, 
man Frailties and Weaknef. | omen 
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Theſe things being cenſidered, I conceive the moſt cf- 
fectual Courſe thzt may be taken in order toa Reformation, 
1s to endeavour to convince Men, and make them Scni1- 
ble by the Word of God of the Heinouſneſs cf their 


Stns, as alſo of the dreadful Fflects and end of them, it 


they continue in a State of Impenitency ; and plainly to 
Reaſon with them, thewing them their Folly and Mad- 
neſs herein, and that with all Aﬀectionateneſs ; that 
they may ſee how much we are in good carnelt, and 
how much we are concerned about them, and how loath 
we are they ſhould be Damned ; uſing the moſt Cogent 
Arguments we can, to perfwade them to a Retormation, 
I hope that the Spirit of the Lord may Concur, frike 
in therewith, and effectually Work on their Hearts and 
Conſciences. 


This is the Deſion of this ſmall Tract ; and O that it 


might be a Word fitly ſpoken, as Apples of Gold in 
Pittnres of Silver ! O that IT had the Skill to tzke Arrows 
out of the Quiver of the Almighty, tha*® might Wound 
S1n to the very Heart ! O that I knew how to wield, and 
manage with all Dexterity the two edged Sword of the 
Word by the help of the Holy Spirit,to the dividing aſznder 
of the Soul and Spirit, and of the Foints and Alarron! 

O what a fad Spectacle and Heart eftectin® $1ptt 15. 1t, 
to ſce Prophane and diflolute Wrerches { poor Creatvres ] 
walking up and down with the Black Hew of Hell upon 
them, that carry the very Marks of the Devil to whom 
they belong in their Forcheads, beins, Viſibly his Pro- 
feſt Vaſlals and Slaves ; who whilſt they are one Day 1n 
their Mirth and [ollity fatisfying their Luſts, may rhe 
next Day be in Hell! O how ſhould we tremble at the 
Conſideration of their dreadful State, and do our utmoſt 
to pluck them as Brands out of the Burning | 

O how ſhould it eſpecially go near our Hearts, to fce 
ſuch asare our Neighbours and Acquaintance poſting apace 
to Hell, of whom we have cauſe to fear, that without 3 
faving change wrought npon them, they will 1n a ſhort 
time be Firebrands in Hell, and take up their Lodgings 
in everlaſting Flames ! O how thould we Weep over 
them ! Methinks 1] fe ſuch ſtanding at the Judgment 
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Seat of God with Horror and Trembling, and from thence 
hurried into the Bottomleſs Pit, and there Tormented by 
the Devil, ſcorching in unquenchable Flames of Fire and 
Brimſtone. Methinks I hear their dolorous Groans and 
Sighs, their hideous Shrieks and Cries, therr Weeping, 
Wailing and Gnaſhing of Teeth. Ah poor wretched 
Creatures ! How can you dwell with devouring Fire ? 
How can you abide in everlaſting Burnmings ? O how can 
ye bear up under the weight of the Wrath ot an Almigh- 
to God to all Eternity ? O how am I concerne:l tor you, 
my Bowels are moved within me ? What ſhall T do to 
alarm you 2 What Arguments ſhall I uſe to perſwade 
you 2 What Motives to prevail with you to fly from the 
Wrath to come, and eſcape the Place of Torments ? 

Ye bold and daring Sinners, that have no fear of God 
before your Eyes, but give Rains to your Luſts, that 
ſlight the Royal Authority of Gol your Creator, affront 
his Glorious Majeſty, trample upon Is Laws, and ſcorn 
to be ruled by them, that are ready to ſay with thoſe 1n Jer. 
6. 16. 17. Thus ſaith the Lord, ſtand y2 in the ways, and ſee and 
ask for the old Paths,where is the good way,and walk therein,ant 


Je ſhall find reſt for your Souls ; but they ſaid, we will not walk 


therein. Alſo 1 ſet Watchmen over you ; ſayino, hearken to 
the Sound of the Trumpet, but they ſaid me will not hearken ; 
and in Jerem. 4.4. 16. As for the Word that thou haſt ſpoken 
unto us in the Name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto 
thee, When the great God cries unto you, O do not this 
abominabl» thing that I hate! what do you but interpretatively 
{xy, we will do 1t? We will not be bound up by his 
Laws; we can't bear it to be controul'd by them ; we 
will break his Bands atunder, and caſt his Cords from us : 
we W1ll walk after the Imaginations of our own Hearts, 


But are you thus obſtinately reſolved, are you indeed pe- 


remptory herem ? Then hear your Doom out of the 
Mouth of the Lord himſelf, who will be your Judge, 
Luk. 19. 27. But thoſe mine Enemies which would n0t that 
Iſhould Reign over them, bring them hither and ſlay them be- 


fore me ; Will you ſay then ? No, but we will not be 


brought forth, we will not be ſlain, Execution ſhall not 


be done upon us, Tho' you will not ſtoop and bow to his 
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Scepter of Grace now, he will hereafter break you with his 
Rod of Iron. 

Let me a little Expoſtulate with you, how is it you are 
not affraid, that you do not dread the Terrors of the Al- 
mighty, nor tremble at his Threatnines which he hath de- 
nounced againſt ſuch as you are? Will you dare to Ad- 
venture upon the thick Boſſes of his Buckler 2 Will you 
dareto run upon the drawn Sword'of Ins Vengeance? Will 
you Contend with the Almighty ? Can you make your 
Part good with him ? If he ſhall Whet his glitterin+ 
Sword and bend his Bow, and ſhoot the Arrows of his 
Venzeance againſt you, Woe be to you ! 

It may be thought Stranze and Incredible, that any 
{hould be ſo peremntory Obſtinate and Daring ; and ſoine 
of the worſt of Men will be ready to Vindicate them- 
{clves, and think ſurcly they arc clear from this Charge ; 
but let me tell you,all you that are Guilty of grols Prmorali- 
ties, and continue Obltinate and Impenitent, I hope to 
make 1t appear to your own Conſciences, that you are the 
Perſons concerned herein, 2nd tnat you are verily Guilty 
in this Matter ; 2nd 1f you will not-be dad now, I 
can aſſure you from the Word of God, that you will find 
to your Eternal Woe, that you will ſhortly be arraign'd, 
Convicted, and Condemncd at the Judgment Seat of Jeſus 
Chriſt as his Obſtinate Enemies and Rebels. 

I cannot particularly enumerz te all the aroſs [nmoraliies 
Men are Guilty of, neither 18'1t my Defign, but I thall 
only mention a few, that may be tound rife and common 
every where inthe Nation. As, A RE 

1. The Abominable Sin of Swearing, 1t 15 that whuch 1s 
expreſly forbidden by our Saviour 1n Mat. 5. 34. But 


ſay unto you Swear not a: all. Sore may be ready to think 


it 2 Rhetorical Ornamen: to Grace their Speech, and ag- 
-randize their Diſcourſe, but O the Folly and Madneſs of 
Men ! Can that which is an Abominable Sin againſt God, 
be an Ornament and Grace to our Diſcourſe ? How do 
Men Glory in that which 1s their ſhame ? 

Some think to beipeak Credir hereby to the Truth of 
zwhat they ſay ; but will any Wiſe Man judge, that he 
that makes no Conſcience of cammon ordinary Swearing, 
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will make Conlcience of telling a Lye, and Confirming it 
with an Oath. Many 1m Swearing make uſe of Oaths in 
a curtail'd Corrupt fort of Dialect, wherein they Profane- 
It abuſe what is moſt {acred belonging to the great God, 


and Jeſus Ckrift his Son, not fit here to be Written; and 


{ome are ready to Plead that they are no Oaths, but yet 
beine rendred in their proper Words, they are moſt abo- 
minable Oaths. Very many n their common ordinary 
D:{courſe, abuſe that prectous Grace of Faith, and Plead 
if they do not ſay [ by Faith] 1t 1s no Oath, but let them 
know, how light locyer they make of 1t, It15 an 1mplicite 
Oath, the Word [ By] 18 here 1nplied, tho not expreſſed ; 
T wonld fain know of ſuch, what elſe 1t doth fignifie in 
their Diſcourſe, or to what end do they nſe1t, 1tit hath 
not the Nature of an Oath ? Certainly they zre prophane 
Perſons, that do 1n every frivolous Diſcourſe ordinarily 
abuſe that precious Grace ; and it 15 to be doubted, they 
are altogether Strangers to the ſaving Work thercof in 
their Hearts. | 

As M:n underſtand the genuine Senſe and” Meaning of 
each others Expretſions, tho' not 1n,their proper Words, 
but very much Curtail'd, and Corrupt according to the 
Diale& of the Country wherein they Live tozether, as 
well as if they had Fxpreſt themlſclves in the mott proper 
Words ; ſo you will one Day find that your Clipt and 
Curtail'd Ozrhs will be brought in againſt you to your” 
Condemnation, as much as it you had uttered them in 
their own proper Words. 

Beſides the common ordinary Oatrs, ſome haye been 


ſo prodigiouſly Wicked as to invent new Oaths, as if the 


common Oaths 41d come thort of Expreſſing that Bold and 
Audacious Impiety of their Hearts, . in daring Heayen, 
and affronting the tremendous Majeity of God. 

It is ſtrange to conſider that Men ſhould be fo Prone to 
this Sin, and tkat it 1s ſo difticult to reſtrain them from it, 
when they cannot Plead either Pleature or Profit thereby 


% 


and Temptations to other Sins. TER 


But woe to thoſe that are found. Guilty hereof «+ let 


them Read Zech. 5. 1, 2, 3. Every one that Sweareth ſpa!] 
bo 


to geratify their Carnal Senſes, which are the Incjtements 
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be ext off. The Cayſe of the Lord is in their Houſes. In the 
Viſton of Ezekiel, cap. 2. v. 10. he ſaw a Roll which had 
in 1t Lamentations, Mournings and Woes ; and in this of 
Zecharia, there is Mention made of a Roll Twenty Cubics 
in Length, and Ten in Breadth,, which will contain a ereat 
number of Lamentations, Mournings and Woes, and all 
theſe light upon the Houſe of the Swearer and Blaſphe- 
mer ; to this purpoſe alſo ſee, Jam. 5. 12. But above all 
things my Brethren, Swear not, neither by Heavn, neither by 
the Earth, neither by any other Oath, but let your yea be yea, 
and your nay be nay, leaft ye fall intoCondemnation. You that 
are Guilty of this Sin, if you do not Repent and Reſorm, 
you may aforchand before you come to Fyour ſolemn and 
Publick Trial at the Day of Judgment Read here your 
Doom : For 15 1t not plainly intimated here, that thoſe 
that are Guilty hereof, are 1n danger to fall into Con- 
demnation, and-by this Word ſhall you- be judged here- 
after? Pauſe a little here, and ſtop a while before you 
Read any further. Conſider your State and Tremble ; 
you may ſee: by this how God takes 1t at your Hands, 
and how: highly he-is offended ; the Wrath and Vengeance 
of God 15 gone out againſt you, and ſooner or later zf you 
continue Impenitent, 1t will certainly fall upon you «: 
his-Curſe 18 already upon you and your Hearts. O ! Think 
what an angry: look will appear in the Face of God up- 
en you at the Day of Judgment, and what an heavy 
Charge will bethcn brought in againſt you ! for 1f a Man 
ſhall anſwer for every idle Word at the Day of Judgment ; 
as in Mat. 12.16, the Judge himſelf there tells us, much 
ns {hall he give account of his Idle and Blaiphemous 
Oaths. 

Furthermore, the Sin of Swearing, when 1t becomes a 
National Sin; brings. the Judgments and Curſe of God 
upon a whole Nation, Jerem. 23. 10. So becauſe of Swear- 
ing . the Land Mourncth, and the pleaſant Places of the Wil- 
derneſs are dryed uf. ; 

2. Caring, and horrible Imprecations ; and commonly 
thoſe that accumſtome themiclires to Swearing, make as 
little Conſcience of Curſing: The Pfalmiſt in the 10th. 
Pſalm giving a Deſcription of Wicked-Men in. an' Enu- 
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meration of ſeyeral Sin s whereof they are Guilty, -mentt+ 


ons this.of Curſing, v. 7. his Mouth is full of Carſing and 


deceit. Wn: 

We ought not. to uſe any Imprecations againſt any ; 
God who - hath Created his Creatures, hath only Power 
to Curſe them ; for how is this Conſiſtent with the loy- 
ing our Neighbour as our ſelves ? And how is 1t Con- 
ſiſtent with that Golden Rule, to do #nto 0:hers whatſoever 
we would they ſhould do unto us * How many Sins are there 
in the Bowels of this? Men bewray therein their 1nordt- 
nate Paſſions, if not Envy ; Revenge alſo, 1f not Heart 
Murder: We ought not to Curſe the unreaſonable ſenſeleſs 


Creature, for this Curſe redoundeth to God himfelf,. as 


he who mocketh th: Poor reproach:th his Maker, Prov. 17. 5. 
For he that Curſeth the Creatures, n effe*t, he Curſeth the 
Creator who m:de them ; for unreaſonable Creatures act 
according to the inſtin& of Nature which, God hath given 
them ; ſoto Curſe the Creatures as they have Relation to 
him that owneth them, is a great Sin, for he that wiſheth 
Evil to the Creatures, witheth Evil to the Owner of 
them. 

And by how much the greater the Perſons are againſt 
whom Imprecations are uttered, by ſo much the more 18 
the Guilt of the Sin aggravated. The Iſralietiſh Womans 
Son that Bliſphemed the Name of the Lord, and Curſed 
in Levit. 24. 14. was by Gods Appointment put to Death 
V: 15. whoſoever ſhall Curſe his God, ſhall bear his Sin, an 

evit. 25. 9. Exod. 21.17. Every one that Curſed his Fa- 
ther or his Mother, were tobe put to Death ; and in Exod. 


22. 28, there is a ſpecial Charge given concerning Magj-... 


itrates, thoz ſhalt not Revile th: Gods, nor Curſe the Ruler of 
thy . People, | F 

But O to what an height of Impiety are Men arrived ! 
what dreadful Imprecations will they uſe, . not only 


againſt others but themſelves,? Some in a Fit of Revenge- 


ful Paſſion, will not only Curſe others with bitter Irh- 
precations, whom they ſuppoſe to have given them rjevet 
{0 little Aﬀront, or done them never, ſo little Injury 


little Afﬀront, or done them 1 | ” but 
to thew the height of their Spirits, their undauinted Coi - 


rage, Reſolutenefs, and daring Confidence; will Cut 
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and Damn themſelves, thinking hereby to ſtrike a Terror 
on others, and m3ke them believe, that they are fo far 
from being aftraid of Men, that they fear not God, nor 
his Damning of them. 

O the lamentable and degenerate State of Mankind, that 
of Men, are become as Devils to themſelves and one ano- 
ther ! O the Revenge and Cruelty that is in the Hearts 
of Men againſt one another ! That if any do but Afeont 
or Wrong them, nothing leſs will Appeaſe their Paſſion, 
and fatisfhie Revenge, than that ſome fatal Miſchief or 
Evil ſhould befall them ;. yea, nothing leſs than Death ; 
yea, than their Damnation beſides ; and hereupon, by 
their Imprecations invoke the Almighty to Execute their 
Sinful Paſſion, and Revenge upon them. O that Men 
ſhould arrive to that height of Wickednefs, as to be more 
Uaring than the Devils themſelves ; they doeven dare God 
to Damn them, they make light of Damnation, whereas 
the Devils Tremble at the Conſideration of their Eternal 
Doom ! Ah poor Creatures, you little think what 'tis to be 
Damned, you make light of it, as if it were a trivial 
Thing not to be feared. 

Some, when they Curſe or Swear, will ſay God forgive 
me, I was in a Paſſion, or I was provoked to it ; but thou 
Wrerch, becauſe thy Fellow Creature hath offended thee, 
or becauſe thou art angry with him, wilt thou Revenge 
thy ſelf on thy Creator, by breaking his. Laws, and at- 
fronting His Majeſty 2 Doſt thou think this will ſtand 
for a plauſible Excule hereafter, and will be a ſufficient 


' Phea for thee ? Doſt thou think a God forgive me, will 


ſalve and mend the matter? O Tremble to think how 
thou thus trifleſt with the great God ! 

God hath ſometimes upon this Account, made ſome Ex- 
amples of his Diſpleaſure, and warning Pieces to others ; 
as-T have heard of one that was wont to Imprecate h1m- 
ſelf, by fay ing never go more, I will do this, or the other 
thing, untill at laſt the Judgment of God ſeized hum, for 
as ſoon as the Words were gone out of his Mouth, he 
preſently fell down, became Impotent in his Limbs, and 
not able to go; How common ars theſe Imprecations 1n 


the Mouths of ſome, never go,more, never ſpeake more Ls 
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ſach like ; let ſuch take Warning, and fear leaſt God 
ſhould in Juſtice 13Ai& on them that ſame Evil, which 
they Imprecate on themfelves > How many have wiſhed 
bitter Curſes and Imprecations to themſelves, to Vindi- 
cate themſelves of the Imputation of a Crime that have 
been laid to their Charge, when all the while they have 
known themſelves Guilty of the fame ; and ſometimes, 
what Evil they have wiſhed to themſelves, hath accord- 
ingly come upon them? I have heard of ſome that have 
Curſed their Children, and accordingly their Curſe hath 
fallen upon them. 

| No manner of Curſings or Imprecations thould beuſed 
in any wiſe, no not againſt our Encmies, according to 
that in Rom. 12. 14. Bleſs them that perſecute you, Bleſs 
and Carſe not, and Mat. 5. 44. 

Carfng is the Language of Hcll ; we may reaſonably 
Imagine, that a great Part of the Black and Wotful Eter- 
nity of poor Damned Creatures, will be ſpent 1n horrt- 
ble Curſings, Bannings and Ravings ; and that you that 
are Addicted hereunto, and will not be Reformed, you 
openly Proclaim to whom and to what Place you be- 
long ; and if you will not take Warning and leave it 
off, you are like to ſpend an Eternity in Hell, in Cur- 
ſing with thoſe Damned Wretches like your ſelves ; and 
know that you are already under the Curſe of God, and 
ifyou Dye in an Impeniteat State, you will find it will 
fall heavy upon you. 

3. The taking the Name of the Lord in Vain. How dare 
Men in their ordinary Diſcourſe upon the leaſt Occaſion, 
or none at all, invoke, and call upon the Tremendous 
Name of God 2 How common is O Lord, and. O God, in 
the Mouths of fome ? And are there not many in this Na- 
tion ſcarcely make ule of it otherwiſe than 1n this Pro- 
fane Way and Manner, that are altogether Strangers to 
an Humble, ſolemn invoking the Name of God in Pray- 
er ? It may be, ſome fay over the Lords Prayer Once or 
Twice a Day, wherein they ſay, Hallowed by thy Name ; 
when all the Day long they are Profaning the Name of 
the Great God, by taking it in Vain. O what Wretches 
are theſe that thus Mock with £90 ! bux benot RT 
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ed, God will not be Mocked ! Cap you ſay the Third 
Commandment, Tho: ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 
thy God inVain, for the Lord will not kold him goiltleſs that 
takes his Name in Vain. You ſee here it is Expreſly for- 
bidden; how is it then that you dare to do'it 2 You that 
are Guilty hereof, what think you of your ſelves ? Let 
Conſcience ſpeak, God hath forbidden it, yet you will 
do It ; but what will be the Tflue at laſt ? God w1ll not 
hold you Gzil:leſs in this manner of Expreſſion by a Fi- 
gure, there 1s more Underſtood than 1s Expreſt ; the 
meaning is, he will certainly Puniſh ſuch, whoever goes 
Unpunithed theſe ſhall not { God will ſeverely deal with 
fuch Guilty Perſons. Gil: is the Obligation to Puniſh- 
ment for the Tranſoreſſions of the Law. 

 Youthat are Guilty hereof, through a long accuſtom- 
ng your ſelves hereunto, you may be ready to make light 
of it, and think, becauſe it is commonfin almoſt every 
ones Mouth, that there 1s no great matter of Evil in it, 
that can ſcarcely ſpeak, but in your Vain, Frothy, /Tri- 
vial, and Frivolous Diſcourſes will be taking the Name 0: 
God in Vain. O remember the Name of God is a Glori- 
045 anc. fearful Name ! Deut. 28. 58. A Great and Terri- 
ble Name, Pfal. 09, 3. It is dreadful among the Heathens. 
Malach. 1. 14. So Great and Glorious, ſo Fearful and 
Tremendous is the Name of God, that you thus take ir 
Vain, and ſooner or later, you ſhall know how highly 
God 1s difpleaſed with you for it ; for God 1s very Ten- 
der of the Glory of his Name, and he will have his 
Name Sandtified ; you will be ready to look upon your 
ſelves as Chriſtians, but let me tell you, you may bc 
Rankt among thoſe that are the Enemies of God, you: 
have that Black Mark of theirs upon you ; ſee Pfal. 135. 


' 20. For they ſpeak againſt thee Wickedly, and thine Enemies 
take thy Name in Vain. O fear, leaſt you ſhould be num- 


bred amongſt Gods Enemies, and * as Enemics he ſhould 
deal with you !' | $2 

* This isa Sin, that Tdoubt may be found among ſome 
that make ſomewhat of a Profeſſion, and are free from other 
groſs Enormitics'; but let not any-of you whatever Pro- 
ken you make, or from whatlocyer other Sins yew 
{as et avs ; 
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1 Rain, think your ſelves fair for Heaven, and flatter your 
1 | {elves with hopes thereof; if you can allow your ſelves 1n 
+ | this Sin, and ordinarily take the Name of the Lord in 
- Vain : Say not, tho' you do it, you do not allow your 
t #} (elves in it, when you ordinarily do it; for had you in- 
t { deed the fear of God in your Hearts, you would not dare 
| ! to doit, but being made ſenſible of the Evil thereof, you 
t f would ſoon leave it off. 

pp Hitherto I have mentioned only the Sins of the Tongue, 
e | and you thatare Guilty of theſe abominableEvils, let me 
s | beſecch you, be perſwaded to ſet a Watch over your Lips, 
1 } and refrain from theſe Sins for the time to come, and 
- | why will you not be perfwaded 2 Why ſhould I not 


prevail with you ? What Pleaſure can you takein them ? 
- } Or what Advantage or Profit can you have thereby ? 
t { You do hereby greatly diſhonour God, and kindle his 
y | Wrathagainſtyou, the Flames of Hell will Burn fo much 
the Hotter upon you, that Member the Tongue, where- 
- { with you haveſo often Diſhonoured and Bl2tphemed the 
) Name of God, will be the more intolcrably Scorched and 
. * Tormented ; for that Member together with the reſt, 


- , will have a very deep ſhare in the Cufferings and Tor- 


7 nents of the Body, as we have plamly intimated by our 
| \aviour in the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazargs, 
, uk. 16. 24. And he cryed ſaying, Father Abraham have 
y Vercy on me, and ſend L:zarus that he may Dip the Tip of 
we] 1s Finger in Water and cool my Tons#e, for I am Tormented 
s | -n this Flame. O what dreadful Gripings and Gnawings 
OY w1ll there then be of the Worm Conſcience ! O what 
C Laſhes will it give the Sinner then ! And tell 


him, thou Wretch, this Tongue cf thine that thou didſt 
make uſe of in Curſing and Swearing, and Blzſphcminy 
the Name of God, now thou muſt uſe in Wailing, in La- 
mentation, in Howling, and Scrieching Cries to all Etcr- 


d nity ; had it not been for theſe thy Sins, thy Torments 

nad not been ſo great, and now 2s great, and as intole- 
c rable as they are, theſe Torments thou muſt endure for 
, ever and ever. O the dreadſul Caſe of ſuch poor 
J- Wretches ! The very Conſideration hereof makes me 
)- even Iremble, and is ready to Overwhelm my Spirits in 
'V | ” | the 
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the Writing hereof : O that it might have the ſame Influ- 
ence on you in Reading, that you might flee from th: 


Wrath to come, and eſcape ttas Place of Torments ; w: 


Read 16. Revel. 10. When the Fifth Angel poured out hi: 
Vial upon the Seat of the Beaſt, and his Kingdom was full © 
Darkneſs, they gnaw'd their Tongues for Pain. O whi:. 
gnawing of Tongues fot Pain will there be in Hell! 

Let me earneſtly Beſeech you in Pity to your poor 
Souls, leave off theſe Sins, Bridle your Tongues whe: 
you are about to Swear, Curſe, or take the Name of God 
in Vain, preſently think with your ſelves, O what ſhall 
] {ufter for this hereafter jn Hell ; Tam now about to add 
Fewel to the Fire, kindling the Flames, and increaſing 
my Guilt to the aggravating of my Torments hereafter ! 

Say not, we have accuſtomed our ſelves fo long to this 
manner of Speech, that we know not how to give it 
over :; why, Do not you find the Preſence of an Holy 
and Grave Perſonage, that you know will ſharply re- 
prove you, ſtrike ſome awe upon you ? Or the Preſencc 
of a Maziftrate, which you know will Inflict on you: 
the Penalty of the Law, make you Watchful over your 
ſelves, and reſtrain your Tongues ? And will not the 


Conſideration of the Preſence of God, who always ſec-.. 


and hears you, ſtrike a Dread and Aweupon you? And 
will not theCaonſideration of the Torments of Hell bridlc 
your Tongues ? Or are you indeed more afraid of Men 
than you are of God ? I hoveT have ſufficiently made 1 
appear to you from the Word. of God, that theſe arc 
groſs abominable- Sins, an4 Living and Dying therein 
without Repentance, you will be Damned to all Etern1- 
ty ; what ſay you ? Do you believe this or not ? If you 
do, methinks you ſhould Tremble at the Thoughts there- 
of; and fear every Word you ſpeak, leaſt you ſhould ot- 
fend with your Lips : But if not, call not your {elves 
Chriſtians, but Heathens and Infidels. 

' 4. Another Sin is the Prophaning the Lords Day. God 
hath reſerved only one Day in Seven for himſelf, to be 
wholly Dedicated to his Service ; wherein we ought to 
ſequeſter our ſelves from all our worldly Imployments, 


except thoſe of Neceſſity and Mercy, andalfo from all Re- 
NY cs fees | creations, 
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-reations, which may be Lawful on other Days ; we are 
\ot herein to think our own Thoughts, ſpeak our own 
Words, or do our own Works ; but this Day ought to 
2 ſpent wholly in the Service of God, both in Publick 
nd Private Duties, and to ſhew the great Tmportance of 
:his Duty, and the great Concernednefs of God about it, 
-nd to beſpeak our greateſt Care and Diligence 1n the 
{)bſervation thereof; there is a Note of Remembrance pre- 
xt to this Commandment, Remember ts keep Holy the 
wabbath Day : We find that Cod had a great Controverſy 
with the Fews for Prophaning the Sabbath ; and God hath 
{"metimes ſhewn his Diſpleaſure, by inflicting Remarka- 
le Judgments on Sabbath-Freakers, in our Days under 
1e Goſpel : and yet notwithſtanding, how many are 
:11ere in this Nation that take but little Notice of this 
.ommandment ; they may indeed reſt from their daily 
{ 1bour and Imployment ; and 1t were to be witht, that 
':-en that could be {aid of all ? Are there not many to be 
und, that have not fo much as a form of Godlinefſs, 
2r ſhew of Religion, that attend no where on the Pub- 
1k Ordinances of God, but ſpend the whole Day in 
{'Jeneſs, Paſtimes and 'Recreations. Others there are, 
at will Attend on Publick Ordinances, and hear the 
\\\ord, and lay a great deal of Streſs on their going to 


+ ;urch, and are ready to- ConcJude, that becauſe they 
| 2p their Church, they {hall be ſaved, when they make 


_ 


— —— 
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| 


ha due Conſcientious Care of a ftrift Obſervation of the Sabbath, 


| zz Conſcience at all of keeping the reſt of the Day ; if we 


':ce them home from the Church to their Houſes, we 


| {11111 heat nothing but Vain Worldly Frivolous Diſcour- 
ic:, How common 18 it after the Publick Work of the 
T2ay 18 over, to ſee Perſons Walking and Recreating them- 
{cives 1n the Fields, or ſitting at their Doors, and ſpend- 
125; their timein Diſcourſe about therr Worldly Concerns, 
or which 1s worſe, in Vain Frothy Diſcourſes ? And how 
many may we find in their Houſes at Cards inſtead of 
Reading the Bible, and ether good Books? And how fre- 
quently may we fee their Children, and the younger 
Fcrſons openly in the Streets at Play ? 


It hath been an Obſervation of ſome, that where there is 
there 
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there is but little of Religion there : And indeed, among ma.. 
ny Perſons and Families, there 1s ſcarce any Face of Reli.. 
g10n, than what appeareth only 1n their going to Church 
| and but little more of Religion 1n their going to Church. 
by than in their Dogsthat go with them ; they conſider no! 
{| the End nor Uſe of the Lords Day, nor Ordinances the: 
attend upon, nor their Concern therein, but they onl; 
| do 1t ina Cuſtomary Formal way ; and as for what Re 
| higion they ſeem to have, they put it on and off wit! 
| their beſt Cloaths, haring not the leaſt thery thereof a!! 
| the Week after. | 
And ſome there are, concerning whom we may fay, 
there is but little difference betwixt them and their 1;- 
bouring Beaſts in keeping the Sabbath, which conſiſtett 
only 1n their Reſt from their daily Work and Labours. | 
You that are Guilty hereof, you that ſeldom or nev:: 
g0 any where to Attend on the Ordinances of God, <: 
Hear a Sermon, but while others are Hearing, you arc 
Idling at Home in your Houſes, it may be Reading « 
Romance or Walking the Fields, or Drinking 1n an Alc- 
Houſe or Tavern ; let me Reaſon with you, 1s there not 
a God that made you, and did not he make you to ferv« 
him? And 1s there nor a reck'ning Day coming, where- 
in God will call you to give an Account of what you 
have done, and how you have ſerved him ? And havenot 
you Precious and Immortal Souls as well as others, that 
mult be Saved or Damned to. all Eternity? And what 
think you ? Let your own Conſciences ſpeak, do you 
think indeed you ſhall be Saved? You that will afford ug 
time for the Service of God here, can you Rationally ex- | 
pect that God ſhall Save you hereafter ? No, 1t may bc | 
Writ over your Doors in Capital Letters, HERE LIVY | 
HEATHENS, the Lord have Icrcy upon you 5 nay, you 
are worſe than Heathens, for they were ſtrict, foie, of 
them, in the Religious Worthip of their Gods, fo that 
they will riſe up in Judgment againſt you hereafter, who 
Live in the total negle& of the Worſhip of the Living and 
True God, and that in England, a Nation of fo much 
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You that are of the poorer ſort, 1 know you are ready to 
*xcuſe your ſelves, and ſay you have not Cloaths fit to 


1ear the Word in Publick Aſſemblies ; but let me tell 


-ou, if you could find Hearts for the Service of God, 


30d would find you Cloaths ; 1t 1s Idleneſs, 2nd your 


uſts upon which you Spend Extravagantly that make 


70U go 1n Rags, look Abroad and ſee, are there not others 


ven your Neighbours under the fame outward Circum- 
tances with you, that Labour under the fame Diſadvan- 
2gcs with you in reſpe2 to Poverty, that through their La- 
»20ur, Induſtry, Carefulncſs and Prudent Management 
»f what they get, can provide for themſelves decent Ap- 
YQarel ? Never think 1t ſhall be otherwiſe with you, .as 
ong as you Live ſuch Atheiſtical Lives : For the Curſe 
f God 1s upon you, and upon that little you have : 
Were you but really ſenſible of your Duty, the wants 


F your Souls, the Miſerable and Doleful State you are 


n, you would never make this your Fxcuſe ; your want 
f Cloaths, Believe it, they are not your Totter'd and Rag- 


zed Cloaths, but your Baſe and Rotten Hearts that keep 


you from the Service of God. Hence it 1s you are fo Ig- 
10rant, if one go amongſt you from Houſe ro Houſe, to 
=xamine you concerning the Principles of Relio1on, he 


'hall find you as Tenorant, as 1t you had been Born a- 


mong{t the Heathem Americans. Ah por Creatures 1 How 


we you to be pittied that Live Miſerably here, and are 


ke to Live 1n unſpeakable and endleſs Miſery hereat- 
ter. 

And you that do go to hear the Word,and attend on the 
aublick Ordinances, and can afterward indulge your ſelves 
in Idleneſs, and a looſe licentious ſpending the reſt of the 
Day, that count when you come from Church the work 
of the Day 1s over. Do you think it reaſonable to pur. 
God off with two or three Hours of the Day, inſtead of 
the whole Day 2 Do you think God requires no more 
of you? Two or Three Hours work in a Day will not 
paſs with you for a Days work from your Servants, and 
Day-labourers. Let me ask you, and ſeriouſly Anſwet 
me; what thoughts do you think you ſhall have of jo | 

bath-time ſo ſpent when I" come upon Pot-Bt 
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Will not you wiſh then you had ſpent it better, and had 
been more ſtrict in the Obtervation thereof > Can you 
ſay, when yu are 1dling and ſpending your time in fri- 
volous Diſcourſes, now I am Sanctifying the Sabbath ; 
this 1s the work of the Day, now I am ſerving God ; now 
I am making Proviſion for my Soul, and preparing for 
Heaven. I am now giving allDiligence to make myCalling 
and Election ſure. I am now working out my Salvation. 
This ought to be the work of the Day, what fay you to 
this? Speak Conſcience. | 

Is the Salvation of your Souls ſecured ? Have you made 
your Peace with God ? Haye you an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
and are you fit to Die? It not, as certainly there is ground 
enough for you to doubt it, how dare you to trifle away 
the precious time which God hath given you in order 
hereunto? Tsit not better, ler me appeal to your own Con- 
ſciences, to ſpend the wholeDav in holy and religious Exer- 
ciſes and Duties, and to be diligent and intenſe therein ? 
Which think you is like to be the moſt gaining and thriv- 
ing Chriſtian? Which bids faireſt for Heaven, which 
15 ike to have moſt Comfort upon a Death-Bed, he that 
conſcientiouſly ſpends the whole Day 1n the {ſervice of 
God, or you that divide it, and give part to God, and the 
reſt to the Devil, that pretend to ſerve God one part of the 
Day, and ſerve the Devil the reſt of it ? ; 

Afﬀeer the ſame manner you train up your Children 
and Servants, taking no care of them, but let them pro- 
phane the Sabbath by Idleneſs, and playing even 1n the 
open Streets ; you take no more careof them, than of your 
Beaſts, as if they had no Souls at all to jaye, you only 
feed them, and provide Neceſlaries for their Bodies; and 
this you do for your Beaſts : But what do you for then 
Souls > But know this, the Souls of your Children and 
Servants are committed to your Care, and at your Hands 
ſhall they be required. God hath given you Childrento 
breed them up for him in his Fear, and if you do 1t not, 
at your peril it will be; the Bloud of their Souls will he 
at your Doors ; and you will certainly find God will have 


an heavy Charge againſt you hereafter for the neglect of 


your Duty herein. How frequently may we hear —_— 
them. 
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*hem abominable Oaths, and Curſes, and prophane cal- 


: :ing upon the Name of God, yea among your httle Ones, 
i as ſoon as they can begin to ſpeak, that 1s the Language 
'S you have taught them ; inſtead of bringing them up for 
- God, you train them up for the Devil. O Curſed Pa- 


rents of fuch Children! - And O poor wretched Children j 

= of ſuch Parents! Your Children, if damned with you 'Y 
. | hereafter, will Curſe you to all Etermty. What will if 
| then bethe Language of Hell, bur bitter and rueful Com- « 
plaints, dolorous Crics, and execrable Shriekings of ſuch | 
Children in the ears of their Parents, gnaſhing of Teeth 
} | - upon them? O bloody and cruel Parents, you even you 
1 have brought us into this place of Torments! O what do we 
| ſuffer now for profaning the Sabbath, for the Oaths that you 
_ taught us to Swear, and the abominable Prafliſes we learn't 


| @&) 


F from you! O had we had but religions Parents that might 
YL have given us a religions Education, that might have Inſtrutt- 
þ---5 ed us, and brought us up in the fear of God, and have ſtrift- 
S | ly kept us from prophaning the Sabbath, (urſins and SWeArINg, 
1 | and other abominable Ev'hs, we wioht have eſcaped this place 
" of Torments, and have 03 been yonder Wit1 the Saints in 
p Glory ! As for theſe abominable Evils for which we now ſuffer, 
. and muſt ſuffer ro all Eternity, we learnt them from you ; you 
6 were our Example, and ou upheld ws therein. O Wretches 
that we are, that had ſuch Parents ! Curſed you are yaur ſelves, 

1 and your Curſe you entail'd upon 118. Curjed be the Day that 
y ever we were Born, O how will fuch Crics and Shricks 
. | as theſe make your Ears to Tingle, and pierce, and cut 
p21 you to the very Heart. Not only the guilt of your own 
7 | Sins, but of theirs alſo will lie heavy upon you, and tend 
| exceedingly to heighten your Torments, and aggravate 
= your Miſery. It1s very probable, that it was upon this | 
= account that the Rich /fanin Hell, which we read of in | 
54 the Goſpel, was ſo much concern'd to have a Meſflenger 
"WH; diſpatch't from the Dead to his Brethren, to warn them 
> that they might not come to that place of Torments, 

. fearing leaſt thenCompeny with him would make his Hell 


! the hotter. Have any of you buried any Child, or Chil- 
C dren, that you have thus brought up 1n Wickednels, and 
| Profaneneſs, were there Cours but pernutted to appear ro 
k | 
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you, with what a grim and. fearful Countenance would 
taey look upon you, and what {ad greetings would they 
Viſit you withal! what hideous and doleful Out-cries 
would they make upon you, who have been the Inſtru- 
ments of bringing them into the World, and did take 
No Care for the Salvation of thetr Souls? Would they tell 
you the Anguith and Agomies they are under, 1t would 
Pierce you to the very Heart, and be enough to ſcare you 
out of your Wits. O let me beſeech you therefore, if you 
have ny love to your Children, any love to their Souls, and 
any oye to your own Souls, reſolve now to take another 
Courſe. Keep in your Children ; ſuffer them not to ſpend 
the Lords Day in Idl:nefs and Play : Inſtruct them, let 
them learn the C:techiim, Read the Bible and other good 
Books; and be vour ſelves an Examyle unto them. 

Toinvalidate all this concerning, ſo ſtri&t an Obſervation 
of the Sabbath, T know many will Object, and ſay, we 
under the Goſpel are not required to keep the Sabbath ſo 
ſtritly as the Fews were under the Law: For in the 
FemiſhSabbath, while they were in the Wilderneſs they 
might kindle no Fire, Exod. 35. nor dreſs any deat; and 
they were limited to a Sabbath-deies journey, we are not 1o 
ſtrictly bound to keep our Sabbath, the Lerd's-Day, but 
have more 1;berty under the Goſpel. 

T Anſwer, we are not indeed bound ſo ſtrictly to the 
Letter, as they under the Law, that being a part of their 
Pedagogy, wherein they were to obſerve many Ceremo- 
nies, which we under the Goſpel are freed from; but we 
are more bound to a moral Reſt, and the ſpiritual Exer- 
ciſing our ſelves in religious Duties in our Sabbath under 
the Goſpel, in as much as we have now more Light, and 
our Priviledges are greater, and Ordinances more fpirt- 
tual; fo that we may not take more liberty than they 
licentiouſly to indulge our ſelves in a looſe Obſervation 
of the Sabbath, but in reſpe&t to the ſpiritual part of 
religious Worſhip, weare obliged to keep it more ſtrictly. 
But let mea little reaſon with you. 

' '7, From the neceſſity of a ſtrict Obſervation thereof. 
What is this, but as a Market-day, or a Fair-day for our 


Souls, wherein we ſhould be treating for Heaven, and 
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making Proviſion for our Souls in another World, and in 
order hereunto we are to wait on God in his Ordinances, 
and all Duties both Publick and Private ; we ought 1n- 
deed to makeReligion our buſineſs everyDay,and a vein of 
Religion ſhould run through every thing we do; the Glo- 
ry of God, and the great concerns of our Souls ſhould be 
uppermoſt in our Hearts every Day, and all the Day long, 
but this Day God hath ſet apart on purpoſe for his ſolemn 
Worſhip, and for Soul-work ; and as all time 1s Precious, 
ſo Sabbath-time eſpecially. *Tis your Tryal tor Etermty, 
and according as you ſpend it here, you are like to ſpend 

in Eternity hereafter. os 
You that plead againſt ſo trict an Obſervation of the 
Sabbath, as if there was no ſuch need of 1t, what ſay you ? 
Are your Souls ſufficiently provided for? Have you the 
truth of Grace, and have you Grace enough 2 Have you 
2 Pardon Sealed, have you your Evidences for Heaven 
clear, are you fit to Die, if you ſhould never have a Sab- 
bath more, what ſay your own Conſciences to this? You 
an riſe early in the Morning, and ſet up late in the 
Night onother Daics, and ſpend the whole time about 
your worldly Buſineſs and Imployments, and herein you 
vill plead a neceſſity, and ſay, this Buſineſs muſt be 
lone, this 1s my Imployment, and that on which my 
1velihood depends, and I muſt be diligent herein ; but 
1ave you not, every one of you, more reaſon to ſay, when 
:he Sabbath comes; This 18a Day tor the concerns of my 
5oul, and my Soul muſt be ſaved, orI am a loft undone 
miſerable Man to all Eternity ? Let me this Day be d1li- 
gent in the ſervice of God, in order to the Salvation of my 
youl, and 1mprovye to the utmoſt every oportunity I have, 
while I am free from the Incumbrances of the World 
which I have on other Duties, can I ſpend too much time 

tor God, and my precious Soul ? 

2. Theexcellencies of a holy ſtrict Obſervation thereof, 
tis an emblem and an earn} to the Saints of their keeping 
4 never cnding Sabbath with God'in Heaven. We are 
on this Day called aſide from our worldly Imployments, 
and Buſineſs to converſe with God, and have. Communi- 
2n with him, without ſo much Interruption as on or 
ales, 
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Daies. Gracious Souls have had the Experience thereof 
and cannot allow themſelves in any thing, that is not 
ſuitable to the work of the Day, that may interrupt them 
inthe ſervice of God. Beſides the Publick work of the 


' Day, they know of what uſe good Conference, Medita- 


tion, reading the Word of God, and other good Books, 
and prayer are unto them, and what they have gained 
thereby. It1sa Heaven upon Earth unto them, while 
they have had Communion with God in thoſe Duties; 
and though they may be ſometimes wearied in Duty, 
yet they are never weary of Duty. But as for you, that 
think two or three Hours ſpent 1n the publick Worſhip 
of the Day to be enough, and can afterward allow your 
ſelves in Idlenefs, and carnal vain and frothy Diſcourſes, 
and as concerning the ſpending the whole Day in 
religious Exerciſes, are ready to ſay with thoſe in the 
Prophet Malachi, Behold what a weariſomneſs is it ? be- 
heveme, I muſt tell you, you are none of the Saints and 
People of God ; but if you hive and die in the preſent 
State, your Portion will be with Devils, and damned 
Spirits, never flatter your ſelves any of you with a fond 
Conceit that you ſhall go to Heaven; for if you cannot 
ſpend one whole Day in holy and religious Exerciſes here. 
how would you ſpend an Eternity 1n Heaven, where arc 
nothing elſe. Heaven would be a very burden to you. 

And as for thoſe of you that do make a more than or- 
dinary Profeſſion, that are not ſo conſciencious as yor 
ought to be herein, you may do well, to queſtion whe- 
ther you have indeed the truth of Grace ; certainly 11 
you have, it isat a very low Ebb, and it 18 no wondet 
if waſtings, witherings and decates, do vilibly appear 
upon you. 

It hath been obſerved that the Proteſtants 11 France, 
that have been ſo long under a ſeverePerſecution,have here- 
tofore been deeply guilty concerning this matter, and may 
not this amone(t others be one main reaſon wheretore God 
is now ſo ſeverely contending with them, and that they 
have been ſo long under the ſmariing Rod, may not this 
be the cauſe, that their ſolemn Aflemblies have been ſo 


long broken up? Let Enzland and Holand allo bore | 
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have they not cauſe to fear leaſt they fall under the ſame 
Fate, and drink of the ſame Cup, who generally take 1o 
little notice of the fri Obſervation of the Lord s day. | 

To conclude this Head, the ordinary prophaning of 
the Sabbath, being that which directly ſtriketh, not only | 
at the Power, but the very form of Godlineſs, 1s that | j 
1 whichis an Jplet to, and attended with the perpetration l 


of the moſt abominable Evils. Men caſt off the fear of 
God, and God judicially gives them up to their own Luſts ; v1 
and it hath been obſerved that Maletactors who have been 4 
Arraigned and Condemned for Robbery and Murder, | 
and ſuch-like horrible Wickedneſles, ſome of them that ! 
have been under Conyictions, when they have been | 
brought to the place of Execution, have openly and ſolemnly }. 
declared that the breaking and prophaming the Sabbath, 
was the firſt occaſion that drew them toa lewd and vitious 
courle of Life, which muſt end 1n ſo ſhameful a Death, 


| and therefore have exhorted all to take warning by them, 
| and to be {trict in the obſervation of the Sabbath. 


s. Drunkenneſs 18 another Sin which reigns much in the 
Nation. This 1s a Sin that exceedingly debaſeth the no- 
ble Faculties of the Soul, that echipſeth the Reaſon, and 
maketh Men worſe than the bruitith Creatures, 1t ener- 
vates the ſtrength of the Body, generates Diſeaſes, ſhortens 
Life, and overturns the whole oeconomy of Nature, and 
commonly brings Shame, Diſgrace and Poverty ; but 
who can enumerate the Evils that owe their Original to 
this of Drunkennels? When Drunkennels leads the Van, 
troops of Evils and Miſchicts follow in the Arrear ; hence 
come Strifes, Contention, Duels, Slaughters, even thoſe 
Sins that Men would be aſhamed, or afraid to commit 
when Sober, they are in dangcr to fall into when over- 
taken with this Sin, being prompted thereto through the 
violent and 1mpetuous hurry of ther Luſts, and the 
Temptations of the Dey1l ; for their reaſon being turned 
out of Door, they lay themſelves open to the Tempta- 
tions of the Dev1l, to perpetrate whatſoever he Tempts 
them unto, [have read of a remarkable Story of a youno Man 
whom the Devil tempted to kill, his Father, and lye with his 
Afother ; no, ſaith the young Man, 1 dare nor do that, then 
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the Devil tempted him to make himſelf drunk, and thi; he 
did, and when he ha1 made himſelf drunk, he both lilled hi. 
Father, and lay with his Mother. 
Some thereare that are ſcarce ever in their Element, but 
when they are in a Tavern, or fitting upon an Ale-bench 
Carrowzing and Singing, and debauching themſelves. 
and then they give rains to their predominate Luſts, and 
ordinarily then they ſhew themſelves, what they are ac- 
cording to the predominancy of the Luſts ; ſome in Quarrel- 
ing and Contentions, others in contriving Villanies. 
fome in obſcene Debaucheries, others 1n deriding and ſcof 
fing at Religion,and the power of Godlineſs,and Reproach- 
ing, and vilifying the Saints and Servants of God, as the 
Pſalmiſts complains, Pſal. 69. 12. that he was the Song of 
the Drunkards. M 
You that are guilty of this Sin, not unawares overtaken. 
and furprized thereby ; but ordinarily give your ſelves 
up to the ſatisfying this Luſt, that indulge your ſelves in 
rioting, intemperance, and drunkenneſs, what if while 
you are Merry and Jovial, you ſhould ſec an hand writ- 
ing againſt you upon the Wall, as Belſhazar did while he- 
was quafing and drinki ng Wine, the 1 oht whereof made the 
Joynts of his loins looſed, and his Knees to ſmite one againſt a- 
mother? Why there 1s an hand writing alfo againſt you, 
and that very plain, that you need none to read it, and 
interpret it to you, as Belſhazar 1d, look 1nto the 29 of 
Dext. 19, and there you will {ce it; And it come to paſs 
when he heareth the words of this Curſe, that he bleſs himſelf 
in his Heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace tho I walk in the ima- 
gination of mine Heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, ver. 20, 
The Lord will not ſparc him ; but then the anger of the Lord, 
and his jealoufie ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, and all the curſes 
that are written in the Book ſhall Iye upon him, and the Lord 
ſhall blot out his name from under Heaven. O look on thus, 
15 not this your Caſe ? Are not you the Perſons againſt 
whom God ſtrs up himſelf in ſo terrible a manner, can 
you read it and not, tremble ? Comnty you have as 
much reaſon to tremble as Bel/hazar had, Can there be a 
more fearful Commination than this, can you -_ a more 
dreadful place than thisinall the Bible, even this where- 
ant 
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in arc included all the Curſes of God ?., God ,will come 


; forth 2gainſt ſuch in the terribleneſs of. his Wrath, and 
of ivho knows what that 1s, according as [1s Power 15, fo 

is his Wrath? O that this place of Scripture, that breaths || 
: out nothing but Curſes, Wrath and Vengeance might n 
7 have always a deep impreſſion on your Hearts, that Con- + 
? ſcience. might be always alarming you with it, and ſoun- \| 
I ing it in your Ears! O think how ſoon the caſe may be ; 
i altered with you ! You that are now Quaſting, carrouzing | 
4 and drinking your merry Cups, and indulging your 
- ſenſual Luſts, and will not be reformed, 't1s but a little \ 
ume, and you muſt bid adicu to all your pleaſant Cups, \ 
8 and frveet Draughts, you mult take up your lodging mn F 
- everlaſting Flames, where you will have nothing to drink, | 
/ but the dregs. of the Wine of the Wrath of God without 
| nixture, nothing to drink, but of the Lake that burns Wl 
& with Fire and Brimſtone, where you will be as ſo many 8 
. burning Coals kindled by the Wrath of Gol; and O | 
h what throbbings and . pantmgs of Heart will there then | 
2e2 .O the extream and inſatiable Thurſt,. that you will 
9 | then be tormented with to all Eternity, and not fo much 
= as a drop of cold Water to be bad to cool your , parched 
4 ourning Tongues ; if you but read, I Cor. 6.9. 19. you 
vill fin1there your ſelves reckoned up by the Apotile 11; 
T { rhatblack Caralozar of thole that ſhall be excluded and ſhut 


if j} out of Heaven; and what place .remains for you then 


( { but Hell ? ER EPI | | 
lf Some there are, ſ9 proligiouily wicked, as not to con- 
- :ent themfelves with their. oxvn drinking to. exceſs, but 
Kol will havc a deſign upon others, to make then drunk, and 
"TT Lo order hereunto, after they have drunk ſufficiently, be- 
vp | gintheirdrinting of He-alth:, 3s a plauſible way -to, bring, 

about their deſign; you th:t are guilty hereof, read 


” Habbak. 2. 15. Ih unto hin that giveth. his .Neighbogr 
F; arink, taat patteth thy Lottle tro him, and mateſt him drunien 
vas alſo, that thou may: look on their naiedneſs, ,  _ OR 

_ Some there ar2, who through the ſtrength of their -na- 
x tural Conſtitution, and their frequent ,accultoming them- 


_ ſelves t5 drinking to exceſs, can ſpend a whole day in 
_ drinking te exceſ;, and yet not be overcome therewuh 1, 
: | whl.o 
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who are ready to plead for themſelves, and think them- 
ſelves excuſcable, as being not guilty of the Sin of drunk- 
ennels ; but let ſuch read, Jſa. 5. 11. Wo unto them that 
4 6 up early in the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong drink, 
that continue until Night, till Wine inflame, ver. 22, We 
unto them that are mighty to drink Wine, Men of ſtrength te 
mingle ſtrong drink ; though it hath not that effect 
upon 2m to inebriate and intoxicate you, yet you. 
are actually gwlty of Intemperance, and Excefs, and 
virtually of the Sin of Drunkenneſs. Some of you are 
ready to boaſt hereof, and challenge one another, to try 
who can drink moſt; you glory in that which is your 
Shame, and againſt which the great God hath pronounc- 
ed a Wo. 

In ſome places they are accuſtomed to have their appoint: 
ed Meetings, which they call their »zerry Meetings : 
wherein they ſpend their time in drinking, and dancing. 
rioting, and wantonneſs ; and this among them 1s term- 
ed good Neighbourhood : But however they account 
them, they are in plain Terms, no other than the Dewil'; 
Atcetings. 

As the Devil hath his ſet, and appointed times of 
Meetings among the Witches, (as ſome of then: have con- 


Zſſed) wherein he hath appearcd in a viſible Shape to them : 


So theſe Meetings of yours are his alſo, though he appear 

cth not openly to you ina viſible Shape as to them, bu 

more cloſely, and ſecretly ; applying humfelt to you mor: 
Sprritually, in tempting, and inticeing you to Sin, and. 
ftiring up your Luſts within you; you are his Vaſlals, 
and Slaves, and in his Work and Service are you 1mploy- 
ed, 2s much as ever a Servant was imployed about his 
Maſters Work ; and believe it, as the Church and People 
of God do Aſſemble themſelves together for the Worthip 
of God, whereby they maintain the viſible Kingdom of 
Chriſt npon the Earth, and affert his royal Authority : 
So you in your Meetings do ſerve and gratiftic the Devil, 
and help touphold his Kingdom ; tor he 15 the God of 
this World, that worketh in the Hearts of the Children of 
Diſebedience. Iremember 1 have read of 4 good Womcan, that 
hkappencil accidentally ro be among ſuch at a Aﬀceting, Rad, ſhe 
po 107, c 
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' came poſſeſſed with the Devil, and a day being ſet apart 
0 be kept for her, by ſeeking of God in ſolemn Faſting and 
Prayer, the Devil ſpake in her, and it being then told him, 


EY 


” 
1 


fl : 
: | char ſhe wasnone of his, and ; 1 ner of him, wherefore he 
7 4:d poſſeſs her, he anſwered, he found her among his, and fo 


+39 her for his own, if ſhe was not, what did ſhe do among 
em. Let this be a warning to all you that are young 
Perſons, that have had a religious Education ; beware 
:hatyou arenot by any carnal Inticements perſwaded to 
0 amoneſt them ; for the Devil, that black Prince of 
Darkneſs, 1snot only preſent among them, . but he pre- 
fides there, to aſſiſt, abet, and encourage h1s 1n theſe 
works of his Kingdom of Darkneſs ; theretore as you 
«ould not be taken for the Devils Children, Aſlociate not 
;our ſelves with them ; for thereby you go out of God's 
| way, and you are on the Devil's Ground, you are a- 
- {| mongſt his curſed crew, and about his work, and as you 
| --ould not ſpend an Eternity hcreatter with them 1n 
t { weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, do not ſpend 
s {ur time with them now in Drinking, Sinzing and. 
\ncing. I. know young Perſons, even of religiqts, 
f P: rents, where there 1snot a Principle of Grace, are in 
| *r2at Danger to be inſnarcd by Temptations of this kind 
| .;» being pleaſing, and ſuitable to the Fleſh : But 
'% 10ever you are, who are inclined thereunto, Jet me- 
| .Þ.eech you to take this as a ſerious warning to you, and 
: | avid ſuch Meetings as you would Hell it ſelf. . Read 24.. 
F 4 74t. 48. 49,50, 51. *Tis a dangerous thing to_ be amons 
em in their Meetings, though you are not drunken with 
1770, , 
It your Fleſh prompt you with 2n cager delire to go 
| avongſt ſuch, to be merry, and jolly with them, and 
p | :he Devil, together with your own baſe Hearts are 
f {rcady toargue, why what harm 1s therein 1t, to ſpend 
2 ittle time 1n Mirth ;. ſuch, and ſuch are there, and 
why may not we? Think with your fſclves then, but 
| would 1t not be much better to ſtay at home, and ſpend 
 J*that time in Prayer, Reading, and Mcihtation, would 
zz PPot-thatturn to a better account z if notwithſtanding you 
y [Leovercome, and-will go; make a ſtand, think with 
| Þ 2 | your 
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your ſelves in the way, whither are we now going, to 
ſerve God. of the Devil, are we now bound for Heaver: 
or Hell? What account ſhall'we. give of this time we arc 
now going about to ſpend? Tf yet notwithſtanding you 
w1ll not return, but on you will go ; think then if yox can, 
for if the foregoing Conſiderations could not overbea; 
your Luſts, to put a ſtop unto you, I have but little hop: 
that you will entertain any ſerious Conſiderations there . 
vet, Ifav, thinkif you can when amongſt them, ſhould 
we bew1lling to take our Lot and Portion with theſe here- 
after, we come here to Drink, and Dance, and be Merry 
with them, but cin we be content to be damned wit: 
them hereafter? Afﬀer you are return2d, then ſeriouf}:; 
think with your ſelves, our Fleſh hath had the faveet «c:; 
this Plezfure, but O there 1s a Sting” behind, we ha: 
{2tisfied our ſenſual Luſts, but will it not be bitternei; 
and ſorrow in theend ; theſeare ſinful Pleaſures, that v-c 
muſt repent of, or be damned for, what comfort can we | 
take now 1nafcrious Reflexion upon them, now they are | 
paſt and gone, but how ſhall we look upon our time thu: 
went when we ſhall come upon a Death-bed ?' 

Now if notwithſtanding all this propoſed to your ſerions 
Conſideration, you will not reform, not break off from ſuci | 
Meetings as theſe, let me leave one word with you, and tha; | 
15 a dreadful one, It is to be feared, you are flome of thoſe that |, 
ſhall be numbred amongſt them hereafter,and that you {111 | 

| haveyour Lot with them in Everlaſting Burnings. 
+ You that have any love to your Souls, whoſe Conſcien- | 
ces are awakened, and have any ſenſe of the evil of Sin, | 
I beſcech you, indulge not your ſenſual Appetites, deny 
the unreaſonable cravings of your Luſts, beware of fre- 
ouenting  Play-houſes, or any Meetings that may tend 
tO Corrupt, and Debauch you ; be not enticed by You | 
carnal Friends and Companions; ſhake them off. Take 
the advice of the Apoſtle; Rom: 13. 13. Let us walk hone/?- | 
ly az in the day, not in rioting and drunkenneſs, &c.. Take | 
the caution our Szviour gives in Luke 21. 34. Take heed to 
your ſelves leaft at any time your Hearts be overcharged with 
arfeiting,' and drunienneſs, and cares of this Life, and ſo that 
day come utonyou unawares. If you would not be ko 
TRE >. | aKen 
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taken with the Sin of Drunkenneſs, avoid all occaſions 


. that may lead thereunto; if you would not be taken by 4 
re the Hook, nibble not at the Bait, for if Occaſun and Temp- || 
= ration meet .together with a predominate Luſt, it 18/an |. 
n, hundred to one but you are taken, | | 
a 6. The Jaſt Sin I ſhall mention is that of Dncleanneſs, (} 
D: Fornication, and Adaltery, which 1s dirc&ly forbidden in || 
*F the ſeventh Commandment, in Levit. 29. 19. Thoſe that | 
14 did commit this ſin were tobe pt to Death, andin Mal. 3.5. ; 
_ God ſaith he will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the Adulterers. ' 
ry And Heb. 13. 4. Whoremongers and Adalterers, God will | 
of jadge, yet how inſatiable are ſome in ther vile Aﬀections 1 
n. and Lufſfts, as thoſe the*Apoſtle deſcribes, in Eph. 4. 19. . 
Ne: Who being paſt feeling, have given themſelves over unto laſci- £ 
"54 viouſne(s, to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. This 1s a 
ef Luſt that commonly in an eſpecial manner, when it gets 
non the Aſcendant, commands all other Luſts, and makes | 
we | them {ubſervient to Adminiſter to it, and bids defiance to j 
Are all others that ſhall controul it. | 
7 How many Gallants are there in the City, that arc meer- | 
ly Epicures, that give themſelves up wholly to Volup-  ! 
ws tuouſneſs, and all manner of ſenſual Pleaſures, that go {| 
xt | to the Play-houſe, from the Play-houſe to the Tavern, '1 
EY and from the Tavern to the Whore-houſe : And after this | 
"a" manner do:generally ſpend their time, that make this the 
oule very Buſineſs, and end of their Life, contriving Incen- 
| tives to ſtimulate their exorbitant Luſts. And in the 
en- | Country, where there are not Temptations of this kind, 
Sin, | what Projects and Contrivances do Luſt in the Hearts of 
eny Men find out, to gratifie it ſelf, in revelling, riotous : 
fre Meetings, and wanton Dances, in obſcene Diſcourles, 
end. | laſcivious Ballads, and amorous Romances, all which | 
our | tend to the debauching of Youth ; and how many young || 
ake Men and Woman are there, and even ſome that have been || 
neſt- Hopcful, and promiſing, that by the occaſion hereof have + 1] 
[ake | been Debauch't, ſtaind their Reputation, and have been a 
ed to. blot to their Family, an Heart-breaking to their Relati- || 
with ons, and have ruined both Body and Soul 2 | | 
that | Morcover, others there are who tho' they ſtand ina Con- | 
ver- 74gat Relation, which God hath appointed as a means to - | 
ken 2h regulate | 
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regulate our mordinate Aﬀections, yet will not fatisfie 


themſelves with that Jawful Society, but violate and 


tranſgreſs that matrimonial Bond, and alienate the Pro- 


priety, and invade the Prerogative of others; like thoſe 
in Ferem. 5. 8. They were as fed Horſes in the morning 
every one neighed after his neighbours Wife, which Sin of Ad4sl- 
tery, 15 a Sin that 18 highly aggravated in many reſpects. 
You that are Guilty hereof, let your Conſciences ſpeak, 
are not you really convinced that they are groſs and moſt 
abominable Evils that you Livein? And know you not 
how the Wrath of God is revealed againſt fuch in his 
Word, in molt terrible Threatnings, and that if you Live 
and Die 1n theſe Sins, you will be Eternally Damned ? 
Let me appeal to you, do not you feel ſometimes ſome 
Terrible Pangs and Gripings of Conſcience, that make 
you even to Tremble ? How 1s it you dare then to conti- 
nue in this wretched Courſe of Life 2 Or is your Conſci- 
ence ſeared as with an Hot Iron, and paſt feeling ? Do you 
Flatter your ſelves that theſe are only Infirmities of the 
Fleſh, and ſo you may have a Pardon of Courſe ? No, if 
vou Live and Die Impenitently, Ican tell you what your 
Doom ſhall be, and you may Believe it to be as True and 
certain, as if you were now ſtanding at the Judgment 
Seat, and hearing 1t irreverſibly proceeding out of the 
Mouth of your Judge ; Look 1nto Eph. 5.'5. For this we 
know, that no Whore-monger, nor Unclean Perſon, nor Cove- 
tuous Man who is an Idolater hath any Inheritance in the King- 
dom of Chriſt and of God, and Rev. 21. 18. but the fearful 
and unbelieving,and the abominable,and Maurderers,and Whore 
mongers, and Sorcerers and Idolaters, and all Liers ſhall have 
their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
fone, which is the ſecond Death, and Rev. 22. 15. and 10 
1 Cor. 6. 9. Be not deceived, neither Fornicators nor Idolaters, 
nor Adglterers, nor Effeminate, &c. ſhall Inherit the King- 
dom of God. This Word of God 1s that by which you 
ſhall be judged, by which you muſt ſtand, or fall at the 
Great Day of Judgment ; and now cannot your own Con- 
ſciences bring in a Black Bill of Indictment againſt you, 
Arraignand Condemn you, what fay you, Gwilty or not 


Gxilty? Arenot you the very Perſons intimated here, w 
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much as if you ſhould ſee your Names Written here #7 
this black Bill, or dead Lift ? Believe it, you will find 1t to be 
True, when once the Grim Sergeant Death comes to Ar- 
reſt you, and Summons you to appear before the Judge, 
to receive your Doom in another World. | 

What aile you, do you make light of Dawnation? Are 
you content to be Damned ? Have you made a Covenant 
with Death, and an Agreement with Hell? Do you fay, 
take Heaven who will for us,ſo we may have the Satisfact;- 
of our Luſts, we will run the Hazzard of our Damnatj- 
on ? And will you imdeed have whatever your Lults 49 
Crave for, and Indulge your Fleſh 1n all manner of Lj- 
centiouſneſs for a little time here, -tho' you are Damned 
for it, and muſt he Roaring 1n the Flames of Hell to all 
Eternity ? O horrible Madneſs ! O extream Fully ! 

But 1s there not yet hope concerning youzat leaſt ſome cf 
you ? Why may you not yet be Pluck t as Brands ont of 
the Burning, even now before Hell Fire 18 actually Kind- 
led upon you? O then 1t will be too late! Let me earn- 
eſtly Beſeech you in the Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 2. 
22. Flee alſo Youthful Lujts, but follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, 
Charity. Avoid all Incentives to your Luſts; do not fatis- 
fie them in their unreaſonable Cravines ; do not add Feyw- 
el to the Fire, nor O1l to the Flame ; pamper not your 
eſh ; cut 1t ſhort, gi7zc 1t no more than 1ts allowance, 
whenever Temptations are offered ; and youare prompted 
by your Fleth to cloſe with them, ſay with Joſeph, How 
-an 1 do this great Wickedneſs and Sin avain/t God ? Shall 1 
1o this and Daman my Soul, how {hall I for this little ſhort 
Pleaſure lie burning 1n Hell to all Eternity ? 7 have Read 


of a Young Virgin, that being texypted by a lſiful Tounas Man 


*0 the Att of Uncleanneſs, [he gave him this Anſwer, if ſaith 
ſhe, you will grant me one thing Ideſire, Twill then ſatisfie your 
Demand ; he told her he wild. Then ſaid ſhe, T1 deſire you 
would put your Finger for a wbole Hor to burn in this Candle, 
O ſaith he, that 1s unreaſonable, it is True ſaith ſhe, but you 
ak me a Requeſt more unreaſoaable, to ſatisfie you in a thins 
for which I ſhall not only burn an Hour, but burn for ever in 
the unquenchable Fire of Hell ! 
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And let not the Conſideration of Secrecy by any Means 
prevail with you, in that no Mortal Eye ſecs you ; but 
fay, how cloſely and clandeſtinely ſocver I may commit 
this Sin, the All ſeeing Eye of God 1s upon me, who will 
bring all my ſecret Works of Darkneſs to light. 

But Alas ! Tdoubt all that I have faid, or much more 
that might be ſaid, will have but little Influence on the 
moſt of Men that do give themſelves up to their own 
Hearts Luſts ; and the moſt powerful Arguments that 
can be made uſe of, will be amongſt fome - but of little 
force ; for as touching the Dei/fs, they will deride and 
{corn them, and as for others, their Luſts will Controu! 
and Confront them. *Tis a wonderful Conſideration, thar 
Luſt ſhould be ſo Strong and Rampant in the Hearts of 
Men, and that the Law of Sin 1s of that force, that it will 
not be check't and reſtrain'd by the Law of God ; but 
w1ll break forth notwithſtanding all the threatnings Gad 
denounceth, and Judgments he exccuteth. One would 
think, that if we tell Men, that 1f they will not be re- 
claim'd, but continue in their ſinful Courſe of Life, they 
are undone to all Eternity, there 1s no hope for them, 
they mvſt count upon nothing but to be Damned ; and 
if we reaſon with them, and ask them how they think 
they ſhall be able to endure the Wrath of God, and lye 
burning in the'Flames of his Vengeance to all Eternity ? 
I fay, one would think the Conlideration hereof, ſhould 
put an effectual Check tothe Law of Sin; and tho'1t can- 
not Mortifie, yet hinder Sin from_ breaking forth 1nto 
AR, yet we ee it far otherwiſe, Neither will Men be 
deterred from this Sin now under Conſideration, tho' 
God ſhews the Remarks of his Diſpleaſure 1n thus Life, 
in Viſiting them zfter that manner, that they may Read 
their Sin in their Puniſhment. Yea, at length ſome thro' 
their long accuſtoming themſclves thereunto grow Impu- 
dent, and goabout to Pallizte and Extenuate Sims of this 
Nature, as being ſuch as David, one of the belt of Men, 
and Solomon one of the Wiſcſt fell :1nto ; Every one ſay 
they, have their failings, an4 this 1s ours, the Lord haye 
Mercy upon us, weare all Sinners ; but Alas ! How d- 
{11ch deceive themſelves, not diltinguiihing pines” the 
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Saints falling into/a Sin, and their wallowing 1n1t with 
Delight and Complacency ? They Read and Hear ot the 
Saints Fallings, but they are Strangers to their Repen- 
tance ; they little think what they colt them, and what 
is their Grief, Sorrow, and brokennefs of Heart for them, 

Thus I have preſented vou with a ſhort Catalogue of 
ſome of thoſe abr:inable Evils and Inmoraliiics, whereot 
Multitudes in this Nation are Gzil:y. I have ſhewn you 
allo what thor miſerable State and Condition 18 ; how 
the Wrath of God 1« revealed againſt ſuch, that they are 
already under the Curſe of Goll ; and 1t they Die in an 
Impenitent State, they mult be caſt into Hell, and lye 
under the Weight of the Wrath and Vengeance of an 
angry Gol to all Etermty. 

Now Reader, let me-beſecch thee ſeriouſly to conſider 
before thou readeſt any further whether this be not thy 
cae ; doſt not thou lye under the guilt of any of theſe 
Sins, and live{t thou not in the Practice? of any of them ? 
It thou dolt, know this, that without Repentance and 
Reformation thou art an undone Man ; thou art caſt, and 
condemned by the Word of Gol, 1t thou haſt read thus 
tar, thou haſt ere this timeread thine own Doom. Read 
it not, as if it were ſome tragical Hiſtory, wherein thou 
art not concerned. I have ſhewed thee what the Word 
of Go:l, by which thou muſt be judged, faith concern- 
ng thee; do not queſtion, and heſitate about the Truth 
and Certainty thereof, and ſry theſe things may be fo, 
and Peradventure they may not be 10; believe the Word 
of God to be infailibly Certain, and undoubtedly True, 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but not one jot or tit- 


_tleof the Word of God ſhall fall to the Ground unfulfilled. 


God hath told us expreſly, over and over, that without 
Regeneration, Repentance and Faith, there is no Salva- 
tion; Flatter not thy ſelf theretore with Hopes that thou 
thalt be ſ:ved, as long as thou continueſt in this courſe 
of Life: For if thou live{t and dieſt in this State, I can 
aſſure thee Gol will not ſave thee ; nay, to ſheak with an 
Holy Reverence,God cannot fave thee, tor he who 1s Truth: 
It {elf will.certainly be' true to his own Word. Say not 


With thy ſelf, I am for the preſent tune; 1f theſe things 
F . | O b 
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of the World to come be true, they are a great way off, 
who knows when they will be? Tf this be thy Conceir 
and Imagination, Jet me tell thee, they may be nearer 
than thou art aware of, the Judge ſtandeth at the Door, 
and Death, God's Serjeant may be nearer thy Heels than 
thou Imagineſt ; 1t may on a ſudden look in at thy Win- 
dows, and break open thy Doors upon thee, Surprize thee, 
and Arreft thee, and bring thee betore his Tribunal ; God 
may fay this Night thall thy Soul be required of thee, 
and then thall thy eternal State be determined ; and whe 
can concave the Anguiſh, Horror, and Perplexity that 
thy Soul thall be immediately overwhelmed with 2 Then 
thou wilt be ſenſible of what thou haſt Eternally loſt ; 
and in ſome meaſure of what thou muſt tor ever endure; 
and as tor the full compleating of thy eternal Miſery, 1t 
w1ll not be long, before the Reſurrection and the great 
day of Judgment, when thy Body and Soul. ſhall be rc- 
united, to ſuffer together as they have ſinncd together. I 
beſecch thee theretore, firmly believe what the Word of 
God faith concerning theſe things without the leafſt Joubt- 
ing: And do not put off Repentance and Reformation 
until hereafter ;. thou can{t not promiſe thy ſelf one Hour 
more to hve, what madneſs then 1s 1t to promile thy 
{elf an hercatter Repentance *? Doubtleſs there are many 
Thouſands ſuch now 1n Hell, that couldſt thou ſpeak. 
with them, would tell thee that time war, they were of 
thy mind. Beſides, it in the rcading hereot thou art con- 
vinced of thy Sins, and the Danger thou art 1n, and wilt 
not forthwith repent, and ſet about a work of Reforma- 
tion, who knows but God may give thee up to hardneſs 
of Heart, and a ſearedneſs of Conſcience, and ſwear in hes 
Wrath that thou ſhalt newer enter in:0 his reſt, O fear leaſt 
this ſhould be thy Caſe, Read 1 Prov. 24. to the end; turn 
to 1t and Readit. 

Yet further to alarm and awaken your Conſciences, let 
me propoſe to you a few Interrogatories; and as you are 
rational Creatures act reaſon herein, and let Conſcience 
ove In 1ts Anſwer. | 
- 1. Did not God Create you to this very end, that you 


not 
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not God give you rational Souls, endued with excellent and 
noble Facultics, that you might be capable of knowing 
and 1njoying him ? | : 

2. Is not God the great Sovecraign, Rector, and Legi- 
ſlator of the World, whoſe fſolc Right and Prerogative 1t 
1s to give Laws to the Creatures he hath made ? EK 

2. Can his Laws, who is Holinels 1t felt, be otherwiſe 
than Holy, Juſt, Rightcous and Good ? 

4. Is it not, not only your Duty, but your Intereſt, 
Advantage, Honour and Flappineſs to ſerve hun 2 His 
Service 1s perfect Freedom, and his very Work 18 Wages. 

5. Is it not altogether reaſonable, that vou who are Is 
Creatures ſhould ſerve him who 1s your Creator, and your 
Benetactor, who Maintains you, and Provides tor you, 1s 
it not all the reaſon in the world you {ſhould fcrve him 
when you are at his finding ? *1 

6. What have you done ever ſince you came mto the 
World; have you ſerved, and honoured him, have you 
not rather1ived in an open Rebellion againſt hyn, hzve 
not you lighted his Royal Authority, and bid defiance to. 
Heaven; have not yon {ct up your Lults in oppolition to 
GodsLaws; and have not you ſometimes tor the fake of your 
Luſts, withed in your Hearts; that the Laws of God that do 
oppole and controul them could be expunged,and razed out 
of the Bible ?. Speak Conſcience, hath 1t not been even {o ? 

7. Can you rationally imagine that you ſhall aftcr all 
this eicape unpunithed 2 - Do you think that the great 
God will put up theſe Aﬀronts at your Hands ; will Gol 
ſufter his Laws to be broken by ſinful Wretches, aud not 
vindicate the Equity, and maintain the Honour thercof ? 
Judge you your ſelves, can it be conſiſtent with the great- 
neſs of his Majeſty, his Holineſs and Juſtice? 

 8:: Do you think, .that becauſe God is a God of Pati- 
ence and bears long with you, that he will always bcar, 
1s there not a Day coming, when all the Threatnings'de- 
nounced againſt 1mpenitent Sinners ſhall be executed to 
the full, and God will ſhew himſelf to be a Gol of inki- 
mite Juſtice? os | 

9. Have not you immortal Souls that muſt beadjudged 
by the great God to eternal Bliſs and Felicity, - or eternal 
EIS _(0g2 .- We 
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Woand Miſery ; to Heaven or Hell, that muſt be ſaved 
or damned ? 


Ic, What thoughts will you have when you come to 


lie upona Death-Bed ? What of your Souls? Whither they 


are going ? And what of the time that you have mitpent ? 
When vcur cold Death-fxveats are upon you, your Spirits 
Janewhing, your. Hearts panting, and you are gaſping 
tor Breath, and vour Friends (tanding round about you 
with Cricsand. Tears, when you ſee there 18 no hone, but 
die you mult, no Fhyſician ' ean cure, no; Cordial can 
help, 1t Conſcience then (hell the 1n your Faces, and re- 
prefent to ycu the- abominablenets and guilt of your Sins, 
and fill you with the {znſe of the Wrath of, God for them, 
O what horror will then 1cize your Spirits, 'what a fright- 
tul Countenance and what gaftly looks will-you then 
appear withal > O what tremblings. will- there then be 
ef your Joints, what convulſions of your Members, what 
trepidations_ of Heart? O what Agontes will 'you then 
be in, and w-what hideous Cries and Groans will you 
vent the anguiſh-and bitterncſs .ct your Souls, ;and what 
an eſtuation-and burning will the perplexed Paſſions of 
your Seuls kindle in your Spirits, when you thall appre- 
hend-that Hell from beneath is:moved for you, and that 
the Devils, thoſe. malicious Spirits, are watting In Your 
Chambers tor their Prey, even to ſeize your Souls preſently 
upon their e.vit out of your. Bodies, to bring them before 
your ternble Judge? This to my knowledge have been 
the cxſe of tome ; ind O what a Rueful 'and Heart-affect- 
ing Sie ht and Syectacle is it 1. T know not a more d1i{mal 
Sight in this-World, than.to fee ſuch -poor Creatures 
breathing out: their laſt: - 'Tis the foretaſte and. Prologue 
of the Torments they are gang to. ls a 

11. How will you be able to ftand at the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, when all your Sins ſhall meet you there, 
and fare you in the Face, and.your Conſcienees, ſhall be 
2e a Thouſand Witneſſes againſt you 2 O' how wall you 
ftand-trembling then. before your angry Judgt,; how wall 
you look when you ſhall hear that irreverſible Sentence 
paſs ipon-you, ' Depart from me ye curſed inta everlaſting 


' Fire prepared for' the Devil and bis Angels," When you 
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ſhall ſee the Smoke of the bottomleſs Pit aſcending up, 
and your ſelves on the very brink thereof, ready to be 
hurricd in with a Vengeance; O who can conceive the 
lamentable and hideous Crics and Shricks of poor damned 
Creatures, when they are caſting down into that place of 
Torments ? go | 

12. How will vou be able to lie In that Lake that p 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone in thoſe unſpeakable Tor- | 
ments? $"< 

Conſider the extremity of them; could you 1magine all 
the Torments that ever were invented, or can- be inflicted 
on the Body, by Fire, the Rack, Strapado, or any other 
Inſtruments of Cruelty, they all came ſhort of the Tor- 
ments of the damned : Did thoſe excruciating Diſeaſes, 
the Gout, Stone, Strangury, Collick meet all together 12 
one Body, in the greateſt extremity, the ſtouteſt Spirit, 
would he forced to cry out, and Roar under the Torture 
thereof; yet all this 1s nothing to the Torture that the 
damncd in Hell mult lie under ; but the ſufterings of the 
Soul being the more noble Part, will be greater than rhe 
ſufterings of the Body, and the ſenſe of the loſs will be the 
Azgravation of all; the ſenſe of the lols of God, of 
Chrift, of Heaven, the Joics and Glory thereot, 1s that 
winch will unſperkably aggravate their Miſery. In fine, 
that which poor damned Souls muſt endure, 1s that which 
the infimte Power, and infinite Juſtice of an Almighty 
incenſed God doth inflict in infinite Wrath; and what 
Creaturecan conceive what that is ? Beſides, we ma 
1magine, that the Devils, thoſe cruel Fiends will do the 
utmolt they can to torment poor damned . Wretches, in 
their ' Bodies, by torturing them ; and-in their Souls, by 
upbraiding, and inſulting. over them; and their own 
CONIEEes w1ll be as aWorm continually gnawing upon 
them. 4 

Conſider the Eternity of theſe Torments, O Eternity E- 
ternity! ..Were 1t poſſible for you to ſurvive the enduring 
of all the Tortuzes that:ever , were invented, and can he 
inflicted upon you,as alſo all the moſt dolorousPains of the 
molt racking Diſcaſes, you would not for the whole World 
be hired to endure them ſo much as one day; - what will 
YOu 
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you do then to bear the endlefs Torments of Hell? Altho? 
they were unſpeakable 1n Reſpect to the Extremity of 
them, yet thele muſt bear you to allEternity;zrhen you have 
been 1n Hell enduring of them Ten Thouſand times Ten 
Thouſands of Millions of Millions of Ages, you are no 
more at anend of your Torments than when you were at 
firſt caſt into them. O the Confederation of Eternity among ſt 
poor Damned Wretches, that ave under an Extremity of —_ 
ments, which they mult bear without Intermiſſion or Remiſſion + 
is that which will Amaze and Conſound them, and fill Eel] 
with moſt hideous Roarings. : 

I hope by this time you that Read this, are convinced 
of your linful, undone, and miſcrable State by Nature, 
and arc ready to cry out, O what ſhall we do to be 
ſaved ! Who of us can dwell in Everlaſting Burnings ? 
But if any of you vet remain Stupid, Senſcleſs, and are 
ready to make light of all that hath been faid ; let me 
propoſe to you a few Queries, wherein I ſhall apply my 
{elf unto you 1n a plain Repreſentation thereof unto your 
Senſes, as being loath from my very Heart, that any of 
you ſhould be Damned ; hoping that fome Arzument 
and Motive or other might prevail with vou. 

1. What if you had been with the Children of Iſrael, 
when God gave the Law on Mount Sinai, if you had ſeen 
and heard what they did, the Thundring: and Lightnings, 
the Noiſe of the Trumpet, the Mountain Smoakins, and on 
Fire, together with a terrible Ouaking ; which was 10 dread- 
ful, that Moſes himſclF did exceedinoly fear and quake ; what 
thoughts would you have had then ot-the tremendous Ma- 
zeſty of God that you affront, and the Laws of God promul- 
eated in ſo Terrible a manner, that you break and vio- 
late ? And if God did appear fo Terribly 1n his Majeſty 
when he gave the Law, how Terribly think you- will he 
appear, when he ſhall come to call Sinners to an account, 
and take Venzeance unon them for breaking his Laws ? 

2. What if ſome of your Companions, not long ſince 
with you, that are now among(t the Damned, thould be 
permitted to come to you, and tell you what they ſuffer ; 
{hould their Ghofs appear to you ina gaſtly and frightful 
manner, and tell you what a dreadful Caſc they are 1; : 


Should 
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Should they bring to you News from Hell, and ſad Iy- 


dings, from another World : Should they tell 
vou how tremendous the Majeſty of God 1s, how 
leycre his Juſtice, how Terrible his Wrath, how 
Cruel the ext ſed Fiends are to them among(t whom they 
dwell ; {hould they cry out unto you ? O Fyou little 
think what we ſuffer now for the Sins we Commutted 
when we were upon the Earth ; vea, for thoſe Sins We 
Committed with you, for our Curling and Swearing, 
Prophaning the Sabbath, and for our Drunkenneſs and 
Debauchery ; you little think what we ſuffer now for 
thole Mcrry Meetings we had together ! O ! Who can tell 
what 1t 1s to lyc under the Senſe of the Wrath of an angry 
God as we do ? And what dreadful Apprehenſions we 
have of that Black and diſmal Eternity that we muſt 
ſpend, when our Bodies and Souls are reunited ? O what 
would we give to return to the World again, but---Woe, 
IVoe, Woe to 45 Damned Wretches ! Take Warming by us, 
leaſt you alſo come to this Place of Torments ; Repent and 
Reform, or ſhortly you w1ll be with us, and know what 
we tell you by woful Experience ; for could we tell you 
but one halt of what we endure, we could not make you 
Sen(ible of it. I remember, I have Read of one, who being 
riſen from the Dead, and being asked in what Condition 
he was, he Anſwered, zo an doth Belive, no Man doth 
Believe, no Man doth Believe; being asked what he meant 
by that Repetition, he anſwered, no an doth Believe how 
exaitly God Examineth, how ſtriftly God Fudgeth, how ſe- 
v*rely he Puniſheth, Now if ſuch ſhould appear to you 
with ſuch ſad Tydings from the other World, would you 
not be aftrighted and ſtartled ; bethink your ſelves, and re- 
ſolve upon another Courſe of Lite > Why, Believe the 
Word of God which 1s molt ſure and certain, which 
e1veth you a molt certain account of the State of the 
Damned in the other World. O Believe it, and flee from 
the Wrath tro come, leaſt ſhortly you be amongſt them ! 
3. What it you ſhould ſe Hell opencd, and {ee the 
Smoak aſcending out of the bottomleſs Pit > What if you 
could lay your Ears to Topher, and hear the Shricks and 
Cries of. tie Damned there, ſhould you ſee ſome of your 
| old 
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old Compamions 1n Sin among them, and hear them Cur- 
{ing the Day that ever they knew you, and that ever they 
were 1n your Company ; ſhould you hear them crying out 
upon you,that you drew them into thoſe Sins, that do now 
aggravate their Torments ; an\l ſhould you fee them in 
burning Flames, and themſclvcs as ſo many glowing Coals 
kindled by the Wrath of God, and hear their hideous 
Roarings and Cryings, fearful Yelligs and Howlings, 
and Gnaſhmg of their Teeth tor Pain, all which ſhall cer- 
tainly be hercafter ; would not you be aftected, and trem- 
ble at ſuch a fight as this? Tam perflwaled you would ; 
why, vou have as much Reaſon, nay, more to Believe 
the Report the Word of God giveth you concerning 
theſe thines ; and further to Believe, that in a ſhort time 
you ſhall be amone(t them in this Place of Torments, ex- 
cept you Repent, Reform, and accept of Salvation upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel. 

4. What if the Devil ſhould come into your Chamber 
by Night, come to your Bed-{1de, and draw your Cur- 
tains, and look in upon you 1na molt ugly and hidcous 
Shape, and tell you, tho' now you are ready to ſay you 
defy him, yet he will let you to know, you are his Slaves 
and Vaſlals, that you belong, to his Kingdom of Darkne's, 


and you do his Work, and he will Pay you for all herc- 


after in the Black Covn of Hell, when you ſhall come to 
his Infernal. Den of Darkneſs, and be Tormented with 
him in that Everlaſting Fire prepared for Inm 2 I am 
pcr{waded this would Amaze and Startle you ; now God 
hath told you this 1n his Word over and over, yet you 
will give no heed thercunto. The Word of God telleth 
you, that the Devil Rules in the Hearts of the Children of 
Diſobedience, and ſuch are you. Our Saviour told the 
Fems, that they were of their Father the Devil, and his works 
they did do ; the ſame may be ſaid of you. x] 
Can there now be any amongſt you that Read this, 
that are ſo hardned in Sin, as to make light of all thefe 
things > Why, Bclicve all to be as certainly True con- 
cerning the State of the Damned, as if you were already 
amongſt them ; and what think you of your ſelves ? what, 
think you of your State and Condition ? What 4 ood 
10U 
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Ur- ſhould ſtrike you Dead with a Curſe or Oath 1n your 
1ev | Mouth, and while you are Prophaning, the Sabbath, and 
ut while you are in the midſt of your Mirth, Jollitry and 
ow Debauchery, What think you would be your Caſe 2 All 
in this that you have Read, and much more than can be re- 
als preſented to you, you mult endure and ſuffer. 
"US Obj. But fome are ready to Objett and fay, 1t can ne- 
oe, ver enter into our Hearts to Believe that God 1s fo ſevere 
er- and rigorous to his Creztures, tO Pumiſh and Torture 'em 
m- {o Extreamly, and that tv Eternity, 1s not this Cruelty ? 
d ; How can it be conſiſtent with Divine Juſtice; -te.znflict 
VC Eternal Puniſhments for temporary Sins ; what will lus 
ng Juſtice be never fatisfied 2 We our ſelves thould not be 
me ſo Cruel to any brutiſh Creatures that do offend us; nor 
oX- to the worlt of our Enemies, tho' they d1d never ſo much 
ON offend us ; and if we who are ſilly Creatures, bave Hearts ſo 
relenting, and ſo much Pitty as not toact ſo Cruelly, what 
Yer 1s our Pitty,Compaſſion and Mercy to the Infinite Compaſ- 
1r- ſion;and boundleſs Mercy and Goodneſs of an Infinite God? 
M15 In Anſwer hereunto, Conlider what the Word of God 
Ol ſaith concerning this. : FO 
m_ As the Scripture \ctteth forth the Joys of Heaven to be 
''s, Eternal,Joalſo the Torments of Hell, Mat. 25. 4.6. And theſe 
ro- ſhall go away into Everlaſting puniſhment ; but the Righteous into 
to | Life Eternal; here 18a direct Oppoſition toEverlaſting Puniſh- 
th ment and Everlaſting Life; fo that if one be Everlaſting, fo is 
ark the other ; and in Mark g. 43. tothe 48. the Fudge himſelf 
3 ay there tells us, IVhere the Worm dyeth not, and the Fire is not 
—_ quenched, and the Fire that never ſhall be quenthed, and to Note 
th the remarkableneſs,and ſhew the certainty of it;he repeatethr 
. of It over and over; and Rev.20; 10. and ſhall be tormented Day 
he and Night for ever and ever;It is Evident then;that the Scrip- 
_ ture declareth the Torments of the Damned to be' Eternal : 
But I ſhall further propoſe a fer things to your ſerious Con- 
is, ſideration, wherein I ſhall endeayour to Evince to you the 
Wye realonableneſs of the proceedings of the Divine Juſtice 
MN- againſt Imperutent, Obſtinate and Rebellious Sinners, 
dy 7. Since we find this is the Statute Law of Heaven, the 
hat | determined Will of his Royal Soyeraignty declared in the 
ok Scnptures ; we may Conclude, that whatever God doth 
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in Judgment-Pronounce, :zn1 conſequently Inflict, muſt 
neceffarily be moſt Juſt and Righteous ; and we may as 
"_- concetve that there 1s no God, as that God is Un- 
jult. 5 

4 2. God hath created the Soul of Man 72:07 tal,that it ſhall 
never ceaſe to have its being ; but run Parallel with Eter- 
mty, and hath in the World to come, provided only two 
States of Eternity, Heaven and Hell, and he hath ordain- 
ed and eſtabliſhed an inſeparable Connex1ton between the 
Choice and Actions of Men here, and ther future State 
hereafter ; now if God hath of his Infinite Goodnets and 
Mercy offered Men Eternal Lite and Glory upon the 
Gracious Terms of the Goſpel, it thereupor they will ac- 
ccpt of Salvation; and alſo threatens Eternal Miſery and 
Damnation upon the Obſtinate retuſing thereof ; if he 
ſets Heaven and Hell, Eternal Lite and Eternal Death be- 
fore them, and they will chulſc Hell rather than Heaven, 
Eternal Death rather than Eternal Lite, 1s it not Reaſon 
they ſhould: Inherit their own Choice, that 1t they refuſe 
Eternal Lite, they ſhould futtcr Eternal Death 2? 

3. It is Requiſite the Pumthment ſhould be proportioned 
to the Guilt of Sin ; this 18 obſerved 1n all Courts of F-- 
dicatare, and we know that thc Degrees of the Dignity of 
the Perſon offended, renders. the Offence more or leis Hei- 
Nous ; now the Majeſty of God, againſt whom Sin 1s 
committed: 1s Infinite ; we may Conclude then, that the 
Puniſhment inflicted, will be in Proportion to the Glo- 
ry of Gods Majelty that 1s oftended and provoked. 

4. The State and the Frame of the Spirits of the Damn- 
ed 1n Hell is ſuch, that it 18 not Conliftent with Reaſon, 
to Imagine, that God will reverſe the Sentence, mitigate 
their Puniſhment, or put a Period thereunto ; for they 
are always m a coninual hatred :of God ; they are always 
Foaming out Curſes and Blaſphemics' againſt :God, and 
were it 1n their power, and: could their Rage- and: Mahce 
extend and reach unto God, they would in their Reveng 
dethrone'him, and deſtroy his very Beg. | | 
5. Sin; 15 of that abominable-and malignant Nature, 
that it ſets it ſelf directly in oppoſition againft God, and 15 
Termed-by ſome a Dricidium, as that which would oefiray 
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the very Being, :of God ; the Guilt thereof. then 1s fo Im- 
meſe, as being againſt an Infinite God, that it 
cannot be expiated untill-a; full Satisfaction be given ; 
now the Juſtice of God, which 18 his Glorious Attribute, 
being Infinite, cannot be ſatisfied by Finite Creatures, 
by ought they can do or ſuffer ; but Juſtice muſt be fully 
ſatisfied cven to the utmoſt Farthing, bctore there can be 
4 releaſe of the Damned out of Hell ; and theretore muſt 
they lie in Hell, to all Etermity, becauſe they are never 
able to ſatisfic 1t. | 

6. When Feſ#s Chri/7 himſelf the Son of God did under 
take to ſatisfie Juſtice, the.Guilt of the Sins of the Chil- 
dren of Men being transferred on him, tho'. he was God 
Man, in whom the Divine and humane Nature was Hy- 
poſtatically Unitcd,..yet he could not fatisfie Juſtice by his 
molt farvent Prayers, Tears, Agomes, and Bloody Sweats 
but he muſt lay down his Life, and endure thoſe dolorous 
Pains, and Sufferings both in Body and Soul, which were 
unconceiveable, being ſupported by the Divine Nature, 
which all the Angels in Heaven would have funk under, 
durſt they to have undertaken it ; the Divine Nature 
cave an Infinite Value to the Sufferings of Chriſt; 'm 16 
much that Divine Juſtice was fully ſatisfied ;. 1f then the 
Juſtice of God 'would not ſpare_ his own Son, his beloved 
Son, that did always thoſe things that plealed him, when 
the Guilt of Sinners was transferred on him, ' 1f* Juſtice 
would abate him nothing, but he muſt, Pay. the' utmoſt 
Farthing when ke ſtood in the Room of Sinners, and put 
his Name into their Bond, ; - can we, rationatly Imagine 
that. God will in Favour to the Damned,. which are filled 
with Rage and Enmity againſt him, nutigatg or remove 
their Puniſhment, and give them a 'Superſedeas until Ju- 
{tice be fully fatisfcd? No ſurely ; and ſince Finite Crea- 
tures are never.able to do it; . therefore their Torments 
muſt laſt to.all Eternity. * -.* .  *- BEE 

Laſtly, : Tho' Men arc not-now 'able to Reconcile 1n 
their Thoughts theſe dreadfyl Proceedings of God againſt 
bſtinate, Impenitent Sinners ,vyith his Tofinite Juſtice ; 
and-are ready to/Term it Cruglty and Injuftice, yet- here- 
-aer they will ſtand Specchlefs,” their Conſciences will bc 


as 
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as a Thouſand Witneſſes againſt them, and Plead for God, 
and be forced to Acknowledge the Equity of God, that he 
15 Infimtely Holy, Juſt, and Righteous in the Sentence 
which he paſſeth upon them : God will be juſtified in his 
Sentence, and overcome when he Fudgeth. 

Now methinks I hear the exclaiming of the preſumpti- 
ous Sinner, and ſaying, what Boanerges 1s this ? What 
Son of Thunder ? What! Nothing but Flaſhes of Hell Fire, 
nothing, but the Torments of Hell, the Shrieks and Crics 
of the Damned, nothing but Wrath and Vengeance, no 
Mercy at all, no Mercy for Sinners, as if there was no hope 
for us, but we muſt be Doom'd to Hell? Should we hear- 
ken to lim, 1t would be enough to bring us into deſpair ; 
1t would be enough to ſcare and affright any Man out of 
his Wits. *Tis true, wes are Sinners we confeſs it, but 
God is Merciful, and he hath faid he doth not Delight in 
the Death of Sinners ; and He ris a God that pardoneth 
Imquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin ; and Chriſt Died to ſave 
Sinners, and there be thoſe now in Heaven, that time was, 
were as great Sinners as we ; and tho! we do take our 
Pleaſure now, we do propoſe to Repent and Reform herc- 
after, and if at laſt we cry to God for Mercy and Repent, 
we hope to be ſaved as well as others. 

In Anſwer hereunto conſider, - 

1. How dreadful ſoever, 1t may be, enough indeed to 
make your Ears to Tingle, and your Hearts to Tremble ; 
and what Thoughts ſoever you have hereof, "tis no more 
than what T have proved to you from the Word of God 
to be your Doom, Lot, and Portion while you remain 
Obſtinate, Willful, and Impenitent Sinners. Read 2 The. 
1. 7,8, 9. When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Hea- 
ven with his mighty Angels in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
on them that Inow not God, and Obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift ; who ſhall be puniſhed with Everlaſting De- 
Bruftion from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of his Power, and 11.48.22. here is no Peace ſaith the Lord wn- 
to the Wicked, yehile you continue 1n this Impemitent State, 
nothing, but Terror and Wrath belongs to you. 

2, "Tis true, God is Merciful, and Delights to ſhew 
Mercy to the-Children of Men ; he wanteth that he m__ 
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ne Gracious ; and Chriſt Died to ſave Sinners : But who are 
thoſe that ſhall have Benefit by Chriſt, and ſhall be 
ſaved by him ; not Sinners, while they continue 1n their 
Obſtinacy and Impenitency, but Humble, Pemtent, bro- 
ken-Hearted, and returning Sinners, that by Faith lay 
hold on him, and cloſe with him according to the Terms 
of the Goſpel, that Confeſs and forſake their Sins, that 
are willing to be Holy as well as Happy ; therefore while 
you continue Impenitent, Obſtinate Sinners, expect no 
Salvation by Chriſt ; and tho' God be Merciful in Chriſt 
our Mediator, yet to thoſe that hayeno Intereſt in Chriſt, 
he 18a conſuming Fire. : 

3. Do you flatter your ſelves with hopes of Repentance 
hereafter * Why you can't promiſe your ſelves one Day, 
no not one Hour more to Live. O what aſtonithing Folly 


- and Madneſs is it then in you ? How can you give Sleep 


to your Eycs and Slumber to your Eye-lids ; how can you 
walk up and down fo unconcerned, when the Curſe of 
God 1s upon you, and you are on the very Brink of Hell, 
and donot know but before another Day, you may drop 
down into 1t? You have now nay, Chriſt and Heaven 
vftered unto you in the Goſpel, and will not you accept 
thereof yet ? Not until hereafter, but why not 1mmedi- 
ately ? You do not know how ſoon the Day of Grace 
may beover with you, if now you fay you will not, God 
may ſay hereafter yo ſhall not ; And what 1s your Repen- 
tance 37 Iſt, what your Death-Bcd Repentance, that you 
fatter your ſelves withall ? Let me Appeal to your own 
C-nſciences, do you think it reafonable that God ſhould 
Accept of you, ſhew you Mercy and ſave you, when you 
come upon a Death-Bed, when all your Lite long vou 
lived 1n the Service of the Devil in open Rebellion againſt 
him ? You will Repent, and Cry to God for Mercy when 
you can Sin no longer ; what 1s commonly the Death-Bed 
Repentance of ſuch ? 'Tis not from the Senſe of the intrinſic 
Evil of Sin, or hatred to it as Sin, but becaule of the dread- 
ful Effects of Sin, the Wages of Sin they muſt Receive. 
I have known ſome Perſons upon their Sick-Beds, who 
when they have been in their own Apprehenſion under 
the Sentence of Death, having had their Conſciences 
awakned 
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awakned and ſoundly alarm'd, they have been under 
a'dreadful Apprehenſion -of the Wrath of God for their 
Sins, and have fſecmed to concerve a deep and hearty Sor- 
row. fot”Sin ; and this they have ſeemed to have vented in 
molt Pathetical and Aﬀectionate Wiſhes and Repentines, 
with many ſolemn Promiſes, Reſolutions and Vows, if 
God ſhould again reſtore them, how they would Reform 
and: Live for the future ; and yet thoſe very ſame Perſons, 
when 1t hath pleaſed God to reſtore them, and they have 
been recovered out of the Jaws of Death, have been 'as 
Vile, or more Diſlolute than ever they were before :. Pray 
obſerve this, had thoſe very Perſons then died, their 
Friends might have concerved + that: they had good 
Grounds of hope concerning them, that they were: Hap- 
py. Tis very rare that a Death-Bed Repentance, is a true 
Repentance. - Know that a {aving, Evangeligal Repentance, 
3/ Repentance unto Life 18 the Grft.of God ; wou cannot 
thus Repent nor Belicve of your ſelves, and if you trifle 
away your precious time, and-will not wait on God in 
the'uſe of the Means he hath appointed 1n order thereun- 
to, but: ſpend your Pays 'n fatisfying the Luſts of your 
Fleſh, how can -you- expect that God ſhall give 1t you 
when' you come to Dye, when you have done the Devils 


Work, and ſerved him all the Days of your Life? Do you 


think to have the Reward of the Saints, when you could 
not endure to: Live the: Lite of the Righteous, do you 
think to Die the Death of the Righteous? But alas ! How 
many poor Creatures deceive themſelves, when notorious 
Sinners come updna Death-Bed, if then they are troubled 
for their Sins, and fay-they Repent, and ſend for the M1- 
miſter, or other Private Chriſtians for Pray for them, and 
they cry to God for Mercy, and fay they hope to be faved 
by Chriſt ; Aﬀer their Death, fuch amongſt ſome, ſhall 
becanoniz'd for Saints, their. Carnal Friends and Relati- 
ons will fay, they hope they are well, they made a-good 
End, -when poor Wretches, they are numbred among(t the 
Damned ? O how many fuch 'Prefumptuous Wretches 
are'there now in: Hell! that, time was, did thus flatter 
themſelves with hopes of Mercy, becauſe God 1s Merciful, 
and Chriſt died for Sinners, partly from a ſelf Love, -as ber 
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ins loath to Believe they ſhould be Damned, and partly 
tom the Deluſion of the' Devil. But O what are*the 
hopes and falſe Peace of fach, they and their Hopes give 
ap the Ghoft and Die together ; who can concetrve the Rue- 
1 Caſe of fuch poor Souls, when once they are departed 
out of their Bodies 3 they that a few Minutes before, 
thought themſelves far tor Heaven, and hoped to be fay- 
ed, now fſee'themielves mm the Paws of the Devil, and hear 
the Devils Inſulting and Trrumphing over them, now 
they ſee themſelves loſt and undone to all 'Etermty. ' © * *© 
Now by this time, methinks I hear the convinced Sin- 
ner crying out, 1s this fo indeed ? Is this my very - Caſe ? 
Then am an undone Man ; I {ce if God: ſhould now car 
me off by Death, there 1s no hope but I muſt be Damned 
to all Etcrnity , and'O how can I think of being' Damn- 
ed ;'my Heart quakes, and my Fleſh trembles at the 
Thoughts thereof ; how ſhall I be able to bear thoſe un- 
{pcakable Torments to all Eternity ? 44y Fleſh is not tron, 
aor ry Bones Braſs ; what to be eyer Dying, and vet ne- 
ver Die; to be always Burning, and yet neyer Conſu- 
med! Iam amazed and confounded, Horror and Trembling 
ſerzes my Spirits? Aml indeed like to be a Fire-Brand of 
Hell, and a-Compamion with frighttul Devils and Damned 
Spmits'? Is. this indeed theend of all my ſinful Pleafures 
and ſenſual Delights, wherewith I pleated my Fleſh? But 
1s there not yet hope concerning me ?:O what ſhall I do ! 
What thall I do to etcape this Place of Torments, what 
{hall I do to' be ſaved? Ihee I mult leayve'my old Courſe 
ot Lite ; I muſt become a new Man, or Tam undone ; 
well, I am refolved upon a Reformation. - te 
It any of you are thus convinced"of your undone and 
mierable.Condition by Nature, and are in good earneft, 
Inquiſitive to know what you thall do to be faved ;'1 
{hall giveyou a few Directions to thew you what Courſe 
you muſt take, as ever you hope to be faved, havinefin the 
hirſt Place premifed a few things by way of Caution. 
I. -Takeheed of miking Vows and Promiſes, and ſet- 
ting up Reſolutions for:a Reformation of Life in your 
own Strength ; this: 1s: that. which hath: undone: many 
when they bave been convinced of. their Evil Conrte of 
, Lite. 
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Life, and fee they are like to be undone except they Re- 
form, then they make Promiſes and ſet up Reſolutions, 
that they w1ll Refrain from thoſe Sins they were accuſto- 
med to, and ſet upon the Performance of Duties, and 
they will now hve a new Life ; but no ſooner doth a 
Temptation afſail them, but they fall into the fame 
Courſe of Life as before, forgetting all their Vows and 
Promiſes ; and then 1f Conſcience again ftartles them, 
they fall to the renewing their Promiſes and Reſolutions, 
but with no better ſucceſs than before. This 1s the Courſe 
of many to their dying Day. 

2. Take heed of laying too much ſtreſs upon an outward 
Reformation as if you ſhould be ſaved thereby ; if Conſcience 
doth its Office,and keeps a ſtrict Eye over you,forceth ycu 
to a Reformation, and will not fufter you to fall into your 
old Courſe of Life, nor to live in the Neglect of Duties, 
{o that you dare not doas formerly, leaſt you ſhould meet 
with ſharp Checks and Rebukes from Conſcience : take 
heed of laying too much ſtreſs upon this, to think now 
you arc 1na good Caſe, and you ſhall be ſaved, becauſe 
that heretofore you were Prophane, given to Drunken- 
neſs, Debauchery and lewd Practices ; but now 1t 1s other- 
wiſe with yon ; heretofore you lived in the neglect of 
Duties, but now you are careful to Perform them; De- 
ceive not your ſelves, 1f this be the only Ground of hope 
you have that you ſhall be ſaved ; I muſt tel] you, you 
will come thort of Heaven at laſt. 

3. Beware that your Convictions be not ſtifled, prove 
Abortive, and Dic away without Ifluing in a ſound Con- 
verſion 1n order hereunto. 

1. Take heed of Evil Company, take heed you are not 
inſnared by your Old Companions ; they will do what 
they canto Laugh and Jeer you out of your Convictions, 
they will tell you they are Melancholy Whimſies, meer 
Chimeras of a troubled Fancy, and-1t ſhews a poor da- 
ſtardly Spirit to give way unto them. Many by this 
Means have had their Convictions ſtifled, who once were 
in an hopeful Caſe; fear leaſt this ſhould be your Cafe al 
{o; remember 'tis a Critical time with you : Shake cf all 
your Old Companions iti Sin, look upon them as the Ene- 
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mies of your Souls, that would hinder your Salvation, 
and draw you head-long to Hell with themlelves. 

2. Beware of the Temptations of the Devil, he hath ma- 
ny Wiles and Stratagems to delude poor Souls, and eſpe- 
cially when under Convictions. Sometimes he will 
Tempt them to Preſumption, and at other times to De- 
{pair ; he is a ſubtil and Eny10us Spirit, that will Watch 
to take all Opportunitics, and try all Methods and Means 
to hinder their Salvation ; and then eipecially, when he 1s 
afraid of looſing them, he will uſe all his Strength and 
Subtilty imaginable. When a poor Soul 1s ſtartled, and 
his Conſcience is awakned to purpoſe, he will endeavour 
to ſtop the Mouth of Conſcience, and bring 1t a Sleep, 
and flatter the Soul with Preſumptuous hopes of Mercy ; 
or if he cannot do that, he will Tempt to Deſpair ; he will 
ſometimes Act as a Subtil Serpent, and cunning Sophiſter 
to deceive the Soul : ſometimes as a Roaring Lioz to affright 
him. 

If a poor Sinncr is troubled in his Conſcience for ls 
Sins, and they Stare him in his Face, and fill him with 
Horror and Trembling, he will endeavour to Extenuate 
thoſe Sins wherewith Conſcience 1s burdened, as if they 
were not ſo great, and that he need not keep ſo much a-doe 
about them ; he will tell hym, God 1s Merciful to Par- 
don them how grcat ſocver they are ; he will endeavour 
alſo in the mean time, to Entertain him with all the Di- 
verſion he can, if poſſibly he may keep Conſcience quict, 
and Tempt him to put off Repentance until hereafter, 
when he may be 1n a better Frame. But if this wall 
not,do, and Conſcience will not be ſatisfied, but tells the 
Sinfler he mult break off from Sins, Reform, and live ano- 
ther manner of Life, or he will be Damn'd ; and the Sin- 
ner hereupon begins-to ſet up Reſolutions for a Reforma- 
tion, Satan w1ll then take another Courſe with im, he 
will-fuffer him to make Vows and Promiſes for a Re- 
formation, and living a. new Life ; yea, if he-doth not 
help on, and ſtir him up hereunto, at leaft he will Con- 
mve thereat, knowing how to take Adyantage upon him 
afterward by his Falls; this being done, he may leave him 
tor alittle Seaſon, and now there may be ſome outward 

Reformation 
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Reformation, and the Soul may ſeem to bid fair for Hea- 
yen ; but 1t 1s not long before he returns again, and 
makes freſh Afſſaults on him, and trics what he can do, 
not only by bimſelf, but his Inſtruments. -Namely, Fvil 
Company, his former ſinful Companions, he will ſtir 
them up to. be earneſt and urgent with him to draw him 
to Sin ; and efpecially that Sin he was moſtly inclin'd to be- 
fore,h1s darling Sin, be it what it will,and ifat laſt the Soul 
15 oycrcome by their Temptations, Yiclls and Complies 
with thei, and falls again into 1t, or 1nto any of thoſe 
which he had before Vowel and reſolved again{t ; efpecial- 
Iv,it he falls again and again into thoſe Sins atter reiterated 
Promiſes, and renewed Vows and Reſolutions, and Con- 
{cience then Aics in his Face again ; he. 1s then ina worle 
Cauſe than he was before, the Devil then takes Advan- 
tage thereot, and Suggeſts to him after this manner. Thou 
ſeeſt what are become of thy Vows and Refolutions, thou 
haſt often made Promiles, and haſt as often broken them : 
thou haſt ſet up Reſolutions, but haſt been falſe to them : 
Perplex thou thy fclt no more ; what nced {o much pre- 
ciſencſs, there are others are greatcr Sinners than thou art, 
tho' thou art not ſo Holy as a tew, thou mayelt notwith- 
ſtanding go to Heaven as well as they ; forifnone ſhould 
goto Heaven but they, even a few Preciſians, of whom 
thou ſec{t but here and there one, what will become ot 
Multitudes, even the Generality of Men! No, perſwade 
thy {clt, God 1s more Mercitul than ſo, to Damn all ex- 
cept them ; now in the mean time, he uſcth all means 
1maginable to ſtop the Mouth of Conſcience, and lull it 
alleep ; but ifall this will not do, but an awakned Con- 
ſcience flies upon the Sinner, takes him by the Throat, 
and wilt not be pacified, but is the more inraged, then 
the Devil will Tempt to Deſpair, and wil follow the Soul 
with horrible Blaſphemous Suggeſtions againſt God, 
which will even make him Tremble ; he will Suggeſt to 
him Eviland hard Thoughts of God, that God hath no 
Mercy for him, that he is not of the Number of thoſe 
whom God hath Ele&ed, God demies to give him Faith 
and Repentance which he gives to the Elect, be will have 
no Benefit by the Death of Chriſt ; and therefore do war 
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he will, he will be Damned, and he that told him before 
it was time enozoh to Repent, and Tempted hm to put oft 
Repentance until hereatter, will now tell him 'tis too /are, 
| to what purpoſe therefore is it for him to wait on God 
- any longer ; and hereupon he will endeavour to Poſſeſs 
, Im with what Horror he can 3 and now the poor Soul 
1s in the very Suburbs of Hell ; hes even beſides bimſelt, 


I at his Wits end, he knows not what to do, nor iwhuther 
: tO 90: then is he at Hand to Tempt im to make himſelt 
% awav, tobe his own Exccutioner ; and will be very ur- 


gent with him, inceſſantly following him with Tempta- 


p tions hereunto, and that with great Vehemency ; he will 

-S tell him that hereby he will free himſclt of that Horror 

” and Pcrplexiry he is in,and it he hearkens to lim, he 18 pre- 

F ſently Poſſeſt with Ten Thouſind times more 1ncxpret- 

0 ſible Horror ; he becomes the Devil Prey in a Fopeleſs, 

* Helpleſs, and Remedileſs State. But who can recount the 

3 |F many Wiles, and Various Stratagems the Devil hath to 

| delude poor Souls, and hinder their Salvation ? f 

B 3. Bewaresof the Snares and Allurcnents of the World ; [ 

» | take heed yon do not looſe your Convictions 1n 2 Croud | 

1 of Worldly Buſineſs ; beware of Worldly Incumbrances : " 

; Let not the World Intrench upon that time which you ', 

” mould ſpend for your Souls. Give not the World leave i 

| to borrow time of Duty ; it it doth, be ſure to ſce 1t Paid is 

- again, rather Redeem time from the World tor Duty. It [if 

: your Earthly Concerns, and Religion come to ſtand mn 

_—_ Competition, let them ftand by, and give Place to Relt- | 

* | <&1ion, and not Religion to them. And take heed of | 

' f Drowning your Convictions in the Plcaſurcs of the | 

_ World, whnch 1s the Courſe of many, when they are [ 

troubled in their Conſciences, they will endeavour this 1, 

| way to find out Means to Divert themlelves, as by Drink- 1? 

, ing, by Sports and Paſtimes, as $azl did when he called 11 
for his Mulick ; and ſo their Convichons never Iflue in a 1 
Jound Converſion. But know, whatever Mcans' you 


make uſe of to ſtop the Mouth of Conſcience now, be- 
cauſe it is troubleſome to you, and will not make uſe of 
oper Means to have it duely pacified, 1t will hereafter 
e awakned to purpoſe, and Roar upon you, and wul 

I 2 never 
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never be pacified ; it will be a Worm, that will keep 
gnavwing upon you, and never Die. Therctore ſay not, it 
I ſhould indulge, and entertain fuch Thoughts as ſome- 
times Conſcience doth Alarm me with, 'tis enough to 
make me amaz'd, diſtracted, and run Mad ; why it you 
cannot bear the Rebukes of Conſcience now, and will not 
hearken unto 1t ſpeaking from the Word, what will you 
do hereafter in Hell, when Conſcience ſhall Gripe, Gnavw, 
and Torment Ten Thouſand times more ? O what think 
you will your Caſe be then ! 

I now procced to give you ſome Directions. 

I. Beſcnſible not only of the Guilt and Vilieneſs of your 
Aetual Sins, but alſo of your Original Sin ; be ſenſible of 
the Pollution and Uncleannets of your Hearts, from 
whence all do flow, and be deeply humbled before the 
Lord. . Did you Read over the black Bill of Indictment, 
that Conſcience can draw up againſt you ;; did you fee all 
your Actual Sins ſtaring you in the Face in their own 
proper Hew and Usglinefs, the fight thereot would amaze 
you, and make you Tremble ; but could you look 1nto 
your Hearts from whence all low, thoſe Dens of Unclean- 
neſs, the Fountain Spring, and Original of all ; could you 
ſee that Enmity, and Diametrical Oppoſition that 15 1n 
your Hearts againſt God, and that Pronenels and Inclina- 
tion to all manner of Evil, in {o much as 'tis natural to 
you, as Poyſon 1s to a Toad, the Sight thereof would be 
enough to confound you. 

2. Be convinced of your own inability to fave your 
ſelves, by ought you can do ; you are Bond-ſlaves to Sin 
and Satan, and you cannot Reſcue your ſelves, nor break 
off your Chains and Fetters ; you are by Nature Dead in 
Sins and Treſpaſles, and you can no more enliven, nor 
quicken your ſelves to Live a Spiritual Life, than the 
Dead can raiſe themſelves out of their Graves ; you muſt 
be regenerated and Born again, have a Principle of Spiri- 
tual Life infuſed in you ; and this you can no more 
do, than at firſt you could Create your ſelves. | 

3. Be convinced that there is no Salvation for you, but 
by and thro' the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; there 1s no coming to 

od. but by him. Study the Scriptures, ſearch into the 
| Myſteries 
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Myſteries of the Goſpel, the Tenour and Terms of the 
Covenant of Grace. Without an Union and Intereſt in 
Chriſt, you can have no Benefit by Chriſt 1n order to Sal- 
vation, and this you mult have by Faith. Know that 
there 1s no Righteouſnels can ſtand before God in order 
to our Juſtification, but a perfe& Righteouſneſs, and this 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath wrought out tor all thoſe that 
are his, and 1s Imputed to them for their Juſtification, 
who do by Faith believe on him, taking him upon his 
own Terms in all his Offices, as Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
and in thoſe Chriſt infuſeth the Graces of his Spirit for 
their SanRification, hereby making them meet to be Par- 
takers of that Glorious Inheritance he hath purchaſed for 
them. es ; 

4. Be convinced that you cannot Belicye in Chriſt of 
your ſelves, nor Repent of your ſ{clves. Faith and Repen- 
tance are the Gifts of God, a True and ſaving Faith, and 
angpics! Repentance are wrought only by the Spirit 
of God. 

Now if any of you are come thus far, as to be Prick't 
and Pain'd at the Heart, to be Truly and Deeply Humb- 
led under the Senſe of your Sinful and Miſcrable State by 
Nature, and are ready to cry out ; O fain we would be 
ſaved upon any Terms whatſoever, but what ſhall we 
do ſince we cannot Believe, nor Repent of our ſelves, 
what Courſe ſhall we take ! 

I thall only leave with you a few Directions in Gene- 
ral ; but if any of you are come thus far, I have my de- 
ſ19n and end in Writing. Give God the Glory, there 1s 
Hope concerning you. 

Wait on God 1n the uſe ofall means he hath appoint- 
ed, be Attentive, and Diligent in Reading and Hearing 
his Word, and Attending on his Ordinances, and chuſe 
to Attend on that Miniſtry which 1s moſt powerful and 
awakening, for Remember 'tis for your Life. | 

Be much in ſerious Meditation, communing, with your 
own. Hearts. Think on your miſerable State and Condi- 
tion by Nature, in the Morning as ſoon as you awake, 
and be every Day looking into your Graves, and beyond 
your Graves into Eternity, Repreſent to your ſelves the 


Day 
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Day of Judgment, with the great ſolemnity thereof. (viz,) 
The Trumpet ſounding, the Graves opened, the Dead ri- 
ſing, and the Lord Jeſus the great Judge deſcending with 
the Glorious Saints and Angels; and in the terriblencſs of 
his Majelty ſitting upon his Judgment Seat, Summoning 
the World toappear before hm. Think with your ſelves, 
what Horror, Trembling, and Heart quakine will there 
be amongſt all the Wicked; poor wretched C reatures, when 
they ſhall hear their dreadful Doom, and irrevocable 
Sentence, depart from me ye Curſed, &c. Think one while 
of the Joys oft Heaven, and another while of the Tor- 
ments of Hell ; realize them to your ſelves, and then 
think ſeriouſly with your ſelves, 1n which of theſe two 
your Lot would be caſt, 1f now you ſhould Die ; and 
Examine your ſelves, and try your State by the Word of 
God ; for by that you will be tryed hereafter. 

Think when you he down at Night, what you have 
done the Day paſt ; how you ſhould be able to give an 
Account for the Actions thereof, and with what Com- 
fort you could Reflect upon them, 1t now you were on 
a Death-Bed. 

Be much alſo in Prayer, and efpectally in ſeeret Pray- 
cr, crying earneltly to God, pouring, out your Souls before 
him, as thoſe that cannot take a denial, that muſt have 
Mercy, or you are Damned to all Eternity : and this do, 
not in a form of Praver, but 1n conceived Exprethons of 
your own, from a deep Senſe of your want and Miſery. 
Cry for Mercy, and a Pardon in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, with that Earncitneſs and Concernedneſs, as a 
condemned Malefactor would beg for Pardon, and as an 
Hunger ſtarved Man for Bread, and yet with all Impor- 
tunity, and Fervency of Spirit be crying to God, waiting 
at his Foot-ſtool, reſolving if you Periſh, you will Perith 
Praying, and crying for Mercy. Never give over, but 
wait, tho' God doth not hear you preſently=ut 15 meet 
you ſhould wait ; remember 1t was a long time God wait- 
ed on you for your returnine unto him. Pour out 
your Souls before him in ſuch Words as thele. 

' Lord, never a Pooer or more miſerable Wretch came to 
thee for Mercy than I 3 1 mot humbly Confeſs, 1 have ws 
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a Rebel againſt thy Glorious Majeſty ; I have broken thy Laws 


an4 have in my Heart naturally an Enmity againſt thee, 
wherefore I am now under thy Curſe, and that moſt Righte- 
ouſly O Lord, 1 am caſt and condemned by thy Holy and 
Riohtcous Law : yet hitherto, in thine Infinite Patience, haſt 
thou given me 4 Repricve, but thou mayeſt now juſtly Spur 
me out of thy Preſence, and Sentence and Doom me to Hell. 
bat Bleſſed Lord, I am now at the Tkrone of Grace, and not 
at thy Tudgment Seat, tho I have been a Rebellious Sinner, I 
now lay down my Arms of Hoſtility, 1 humbly proftrate my ſel* 
at thy Feet, with all brokenneſs of Heart ; I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the Ear, what a Gracious God thou art, 
thou haſt iſſued forth thy Royal Proclamation of Grace and 
Pardon. 

Ihave heard of the Covenant of Grace, nhich thou haſt of 
thy Soveraion good Will and Pleaſure, entred into with fall n 
Mankind. 1 have heard what thy Son whom thou didſ# ſend 
into the World to be the Redeemer of Mankind hath done, and 
ſuffered in order to their Salvation. I have heard of the 
Terms on which thoy haſt tendred him in the Goſpel to poor 
Sinners, and kow he hath invited poor Sinners t0 come to him, 
and promiſed that they ſhall be Welcome ; he hath ſaid, that 
whoever comes to him, he will in no wiſe caſt out. Lord, are 
they no: thine own Words? I an unworthy Wretch, am humbly 
Bold to take Incouragcment from this, and all other thy Gracioas 
Promiſes made to poor Sinners, O thou Merciful and Graci- 
ous God, Remember thine own Gracious Nature ; Remember 
thine own Son, what he hath done and ſuffered ; Remember 
thine own Promiſes, and conſult the Bowels of thy Compaſſion ! 
Lord, thou baſt ſaved others, and why not me * Haſt not thou 
a Bleſſing for me, even for me alſo ? O let not thy poor Crea- 
ture which thou haſt made, Periſh, when it is in the Power of 
thine Hands to ſave me! Lord, I cannot come to Chriſt of 
my ſelf, except thou draweſt me, I cannot Believe nor Repent 
of my jel. Lord, as thou haſt ſent thy Son, ſend thy Spirit 


alſo ro ork Faith in my Heart, and all the ſaving Graces of 


thy Spirit. O that 1 might have the ſmeet Drawings, and 
Tafinences of thy Holy Sprrit. _ 


Lord, fave me, or Iperiſh ; here will 1 lie at thy Feet, 1 


will Pray, and Cry, and wait, if peradventure I may obtain 
Favour 
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Favor in thy fight; and thi Lord, as I have conf, 1 have *© 
been a Rebel againſt thee, a loathſome and abominable Wretch 
in thy fieht, for my own Conſcience condemns me, and I mult 
cry Guilty, Lord, Guilty; loathing and abhorrins my ſelf in 
Duft and Aſhes ; yet Lord, haſt not tho Mercy for ſuch, did 
aot the Lord Feſus Chriſt aſſend on high, and receive Gifts for 
Hen, even for the Rebellions ; Iwould be hambly Bold to plead 
his Blood, his Merits, and Righteouſneſs. He is worthy that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſhew Mercy to me, and thou may:/i} now not only 
be Merciful, but Fuſt and Faithful to forgive me thro his 
Aerits, if I may but have an Intereſt in him. O Merciful 
God, have pitty on me for his ſake. 

| And then keep a ſtrict Watch over your hearts every 
day; beware lea(t you ſhould loſe your Convictions before 
they 1fſucin a found Work of Converſion ; you have Enc- 
mies both within and without, the Devil, the Fleth, and 
the World, that will do what they can to hinder the 
Salvation of your Souls ; you are1n danger hereby to looſe 
your Convictions, and grow into a Luke-warm Frame : 
And O dread the very Thoughts thereof! Remember *tis 
a Critical time with you, the Life of your Souls hes at 
Stake; 1f your Convictions Die away now, you may ne- 
ver have any more. 

Before I Conclude, I think it neceſſary to Anſwer an 
Objection which 1s commonly made ; many there are, 
who ſay, if we are not of the Number of thoſe whom 
God hath Ele&tcd, and Ordained to Salvation, do what 
we will, yea, do what we can, we ſhall be Damned : 
We cannot Regenerate our ſelyes, nor Repent, nor Be- 
heve of our ſelves ; therefore to what purpoſe 1s 1t for us 
to do any thing at all ; if God hath Elected. us, we ſhall 
be Saved, Live how we will ; if not, do what we can, 
welſhall be Damne. In anſwer hereunto, 

Conſider, as God hath appointed the end, fo al- 
ſo the means in order thereunto : Tho' you cannot re- 
pent, or believe of your ſelyes, yet you can wait on God 
in the uſe of the means he hath appointed , wherein he 1s 
want to be found, wait at Wiſdom's Gate. Wait on God 
in his Ordinances, as the poor impotent Man at the Pool 


'of Betheſda; and be earneſt with God in Prayer , who 


knoweth 


_—_— —— —  ——————_— 


TIE 


—_—_——_ﬀ] — pi 
- Ar Efſiiy fo2 Refoznation of Manners. 57 


knoweth:but God may be gracious unto you. There 18 a | 
Per adventure for you that you may be ſaved ; and methinks | 


/r that ſhould-be an incourazment to you : You may pray | 
n in hope, it you are not obſtinate, but returning Sinners 3 
id and this you muſt do' with all vigour and earneſtneſs of |; 
r Soul : You mult /frive ro enter in at the ſtrait gate ; they ; 
d are not a few lazy and cold wiſhizos and wouldings will | 
it lerve the -turn, you mmſt take the Kingdom of Heaven with A 
ly an holy violence. Now, What ſay you? Do you this? If | 
ts {o, there is great hope concerning you ; but if you are neg- | 
od | ligent in making ule of the Means God hath appointed, ! 
| it is a very bad ſign and ſympytoia; and know this, that J 
V your Damnation will he'at your own Door. It any ons | 
'c ſhould tell you, that he believeth that every one thall hive | 
No otit his ſet time that.God hath appointed, -and therefore he 
d will never Fat nor Drink more : What would you fay to F 
[s \uch an one? And if accordingly he ſhould take this courſe bo 
e and ſtarve hunſelf , would. not you ſay he was his own | 
: Murtherer, i his Death mutt lie at his own door? You may j 
1s eaſily make Application, the caſe 1s the fame here. To [ 
it -| 1uſtrate this; very remarkable 1s that inſtance of the Apo- q 
I {tle Pazl, when 1n that danzerous Voyage , he with the 
reſt were in danger to ſufcr Shipwrack , the Angel of the 
n Lord told him, that they ſhould all be javed, Acts 27. from 
b 22, to the 25. yet afterward verſ. 30, 31. when the Ship- F 
n men .were about to flie out of the Ship, Pazl {1d to the d 
It Centurion, except theſe abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved. | 
: - ( But yet to:reply further, Doth not the fault lie rather in 
2 your W1l!s? Cannot you do. much more than you do if 
1 you:would ? Could not the young Man in the Goſpel have 
1 hearkened to the advice of our Saviour if he would : when 


1, he:told him, he ſhould ſell what he had, and give to the poor * | 
and: follow him, and he ſhould have treaſure in Heaven, did; F: 


[- not the fault lie in his Will? He would 'not. And 'our 
o- Saviour tells the {os they would not come to him that 
d they might. have Liſe. :Cannot you, if you will, leave off 
s | your Curſing, Swearing, Intemperance, .and Debduchery, 
d and cannot you improve the Talent God hath beſtowed 
ol uponiyou-if you would ?. And let me appeal to your ſely 


o ES | 
oO Can you. rationally expeR _ ſhould give you more, if i 
g TE you 
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You will not 1mprove that which you have ? Cannot you 
act as Rational Creatures, and entertain a ſerious-Confide- 
ration ot your State and Condition by Nature? - Cannot 
you xepreſcnt to your fclves the rexlity and certainty-of the 
two cternal States, Heaven and Hell, and wonld you not 
by the Examination of your ſelves, by the Word: of God 
come to be ſcn{ible ot your State, and the danger you are 
1? And would not the contiderationof your danger make 
an 1mprefiion upon-your Hearts, and (tirr you up to flee 
from the wratl: to come ? And 1n order hcerennto, Could 
you not.be dil:gent in improving all the Mcans.Godl hath 
appointed 1n order to Salvation? Could you not be d111gent 
in reading and hearing the Word, ſet up Prayer ni your 
Families, and be often in ſecret Prayer in- your! Ctofets ? 
And could you not be more (tric in obſervation af the 
Lord's Day ? Could not you, Tay, do all this had:-yeu'bur 
a Will thercunto? Therefore it you are darniied, +18 1t not 
not of your ſ{clves? Was it ever known, that-any-one was 
heartily and ſincerely willing to be ſaved 1n God's way , 
and upon his Terms he hath propoſed , and accordingly 
Hd make uſe of all mieans im order thereunto, with all 
drligence and earnelſtnefs, yet was not ſaved? Can any 
one inſtance be brought 2 God waiteth that .he. may ;be 
gracious , and 1s ready -to welcome any Retyrnins Sinner. 
And thoſe that come to Chriſt,. he will in no wiſe caſt out, I 
any of you thould-dare to fay to God hereatter at the day 
of Judgment; -Lord thou did'ft not elect me, norgive me 
Faith and Reperitance, and theretoreT could not be faved : 
Might not God then anſwer terribly m his wrath, anday, 
Thou 'wretch , thou would'{t not make uſe'of the means ; 
when others: were Praying, and Reading ,. and Hearing 
my Word, thot,.wwert {loathfu}, thou wert Mmdulging thy 
Luſts, and -ſquandring away thy time that T'gave thee ? 
The Tatcnt that jthou had'ſt , thou did'ft hide under the 
Ground, and did'(t not improve it, and:comld'{t-rhou 'ex- 
pet-then. that I ſhould give thee?more?. Wett: thou ever 
in. good earnelt;, and hearty_1n-thy Pravers {tw me for 
Faith and the Graccs of my Spirit ? No "thou had'{t-never 
any:ſincere and:hearty-defire tor them : I how didift-(hght 
the Offers and-Fenders 'of Grace.madec 'unto-thee , =_ 
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if prefer thy Luſts, and the fatisfymng of them, before 


the {tand ſpeechleſs, and be reduced to a defenceleſs {rlence. 
Now, Reader, 1 beſeech thee, take theſe things into 
not I {crious conſideration ; conſider with thy felt what thy 
ore Fate and condition 1s, art thou a Child of God, or the 
da Devil, belongeſt thou to Heaven or to Hell? Let conſct- 
"a cnce ſpeak, do not flatter thy felt: What Grou = of 20s 
114 {| Paſt thou? Haſt thou lived Thirty, FN "Itty * _ 
ie] and never had any convictions at all: hen CCl tainly thou 
wi | arta fitrancer toa Work of Converſion, and art 1n a Grace- 
She Icis and Chriſtlels State. Otremble at the thoughts here- 
| of, *tis a damnable State! Or art thou one that haſt 
| had Convictions, and onlv Convictions, that never 1ſJued 
ou 11 Converſion? Haſt thou lived many Years un tcr a pow- 
ful and awakening Miniſtry , and yet not converted ? 
mult tell thee, -there 18 but httle hope of thee, thy caſe 
;  exccediing dangerous, tho, nat deſperate : 'T15 to be tear- 
A: 4 thou haſt heard Sermons 10 long, that thou art now 


'7 rown Sermon-proof; and haft been under Convictions 
y 10 otten, that thou art now become Convietion-proot : It 
i '10u can'{t read and hear Diſcourſes of this nature, and 
6. be nothing at all, or but little concerned, 't1s to be teared 
7 thou art giver up to a-judictal hardneſs of Ficart : and a 
ba Minifter may have mare” hope to fee the Fruits of his La- 
4 bours, 1f he Preach'amongſt Heathens, and Pagans, than 
Þ 2mongft tych as thou art. Yet do not deſpair, who knows 
* .vut God may be gracious to thee, 1t thou wilt vet in good 
& carne[t.follow the Advice here given; and why wilt thou 
- not? *I1s for thy Lite ; 'trs for thy Etcrnity;; but 1t thou 
& wilt not, IT can aflure thee, that what thou haſt. read, to- 


, cther with all the Sermons thou haſt heard, will ri{c up 
- 1 Judgment againſt thee hereafter; and aggravate thy Mt- 
2 Iiry and Torments to all Eternity. | pL DO 
- Q that: what } have here propoſed to thy ſerious conſa- 
- eration, . tnight have Inch an 1nfluence an thee, 49 alarm 
. and | awaken: thee out of thy {tupidity 'and: ſecurity ; as 
© . | 1ay;never be worn oft, until being ſoundly:convinced of 
| thy miſerable State: Thow:art indafetigable in the dihgent 
} | vic of all Means3n ordet toithy Coiwcriion : and that thou 
WES | a9; 9; 
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mayeſt-not, only be affected and ſtartled for the preſent j 1 
the reading, thereof; but that it might ever have an abc - 
ing Imprethon on thy Heart, I beſeech thee make 1t t'1e 
daily ſubject of thy Thoughts and Meditations. To hc'p 


thee herein, I ſhall 21ve thee a few hints, and fo conclude, 


1. When ever thou 2rt indulging thy Fleſh, . quaffinz, 
and carouzing ; think with thy ſelf, As merry as I am now, 
I may be in Hell before to morrow Morning : There 
Ix; be but a few Steps, a few Breaths betwixt me and | 

ell. | | 
-. 2. After thou haſt been induteing thy Fleth, think with 
thy ſelf, theſe ſinful Pleaſures muſt be repented of , they 
may colt me many brinith Tears, Groans, and Sighs, or 
I muſt be damned for them : T have been now making 
YO tor Repentance , or adding Fewel to my Flames in 

ell. 
3. Whenthou art ſitting by the Fire, think with thy ſei' 
W hat if F were to be caſt into the hotteſt Fire that can be 
made, fuch as Nebauchadnezar's Furnace, and it were poſ- 
{ible for me to endure the Torture thereof one day. How 
miſerable ſhould T think my caſe to be ? But what would 
this be to the Fire of Hell, and what would one day be tc 
Etermity ? 
4, It ever thou art under the dreadful pains of the Cho- | 
lick, Stone, Rheumatiſm, or ſuch like torturing Diſeaſes; | 
or if thou viſiteſt others that are afflicted, and cry out un- 
der their torturing Pains, then think with thy ſelf, What 
are theſe to the Torments of Hell? Tho' theſe Pains be vi- 
olent, there 1s ſometimes Intermiſſion or Remiſſion ; here 
are Friends to pity and help, and other Accomodations tv | 
relieve ; but there 1s none of all this in Hel. ag ae 
5. When thou art in thy Bed at Night, think with ty 
felf ; If the Devil ſhould appear to me now in a frighttu!, 
gaſtly form, How would it ſcare and terrific me? But 
what amazing Horror ſhall 1 be. ſeized with , if T ſhoull 
come to ſpend-an Eternity with them all in Hell, wher 
they will do what they can to torture me? If the Dev: 
' fo cruelly handled Fob when it was in his power, as fa: 

as God gave him permiſſion, How cruelly will he tortur: 
damned Creatures, when he ſhall have his full power ©! 
them without reſtraint. . 6. Think 
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6. Think with thy ſelf everyday, As 1 ſpend my time herts . 

I muſt ſpend myEternity-hereafter:: On this ittle moment: 
of time depends my Eternity: AsT hive here, Imuſt Jive. 


for ever. 


Now the God of Heaven, whoſe woice rends the Rocks, and. 
makes the Mountains to quake, and the Forndations of the Earth | 


to tremble ; Speak to the Hearts and Conſciences of Sinners, and 
make ſturdy and rebellious Sinners to ſtoop and bow before bins. 
O that they might hear the woice of the Son of God in the Go- 
ſpel , and. hearing they might live! O that the Holy Spirit 
might convince + of Sin, and then of Righteorneſs ! Ex= 
cet: the Holy Spirit manage the two edged Sword of the Word, 
it will do bat little or no. Execation. 


The Lord ſtirr up all to uſe all the moſt effetlual Means and 
Mzehods, according to their Capacity to promote a Reformation, * 
and the Lord proſper their Endeavours. And O that this Eſſay 
for Reformation, tho ſmall, and (it may be) contemptible in | 


the eyes of ſome, may g0 Fa Cloathed with Power in the Name 
of thi Lord, and with the 


larging the. Kingdom of Our Lord Feſas Chriſt. 
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Bleſſing of the God of Heaven. Let 
therebe the effeflual Concurrence of the Spirit of God with it, 
to the (onviftion and Converſion of Thouſands, to the demoliſh- 
ing th, Kingdom of Sin and Satan, and the advancing and in- 
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In th: EpiſNe, for Tri'd read Hid, for Survivor r, Survive, for 


when once Cod comes to theſe, r. this. 
| In 4he Book. 


| PRSNS 2 

Page 1 line 17 for of, read thereof, p. $ 1, 24 for hearts r. . 
houſes, p. 11 1. 19 7. and you that, p. 20 1. laft for treating, rn, 
trading. p21 1.20 for ſet up r fit up.p.21 1.33 for duties, r, daies 
þ- 381. 2 forwerer are. p. 44 1. 21 for yropole r: purpoſe, p. 46 


4.31 for for yrayr. to pray. p. 541, 31 blot out yet. 


tO 


| Sermon, preached upon the 


' Dupin in a Letter to Mr. C. G, 


 trived for common Uſe, and may | 


,t+-. | Alexipharmacon, For a 
freſh Antidote againft Neono- 
myuan Bane and. Poyſon to the 
Proteſtant Religion, and alſo a 
Refutation of the Do&rine of 


Juftification, by - Man's own | 


Works. of Obedience, by Dr. 
Chauncy. price 25. 

2. Theold Man's Legacy to 
his Daughters, laid down in a 
Plain and familiar Dialogue, by 
Dpvid Croſley, price bound 64. 

3. A Goſpel Deſcription of a 
new Creature, proving the new 
Creation to be the whole and 
ſole Work of God in the Hearts 
of the Ele&t, by Thomas Wight. 
rice 18. 

4. The Doftrine of the Law 
and Grace unfolded. by Fohr 
Buny#1, the ſecond Edition Cor- 
re&ed aniAmended, price 15.6d. 

5. The Jewiſh Sabbath abro- 
gated, or the Saturday Sabbata- 
Tians confuted, in two parts, Dy 
Benj. Keach, price 2 5» 

6. Death Unſtung, a Funeral 


Death of the Worſhipful Collo- 
nel Koger Sawrey, by Fames Wiſe, 
price $5 4. | 

7. Obſervations on ſeveral 
Books. 1. A Letter to Mr. Lock. 
2. A Refutation of ſome of the 
falfe Conceits. 3- A brief. An- 
ſwer to the Argumentation of | 
Gererdus de Uries. 4.An Anlwer | 
to Six Arguments produced by. 


price 6 4. | 
© 8. A Guide to Pariſh Clerks 

being the Trible and Baſs of the: 
Siriging. Pſalms fitted and, con- 


+ Books newlfPrinted and Sold by 1151, Jtuhall 
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| be. bound up with the- Old or 
"New Veriion, fingle with Rules 
for Singing or Playing, uſeful for 
all Learners, the ſecond Edition, 
price 1 5. 

9. A Choice Drop of Honey | 
from the Rock Chriſt, by Tho. 
Wilcocks, the fourth Edition, 

IO, Beams of Divine Light, 
or ſome brief Hints of the Bei 
and Attributes of God. price 6s. 

11, A Collettion of Experi- 
ence of the Work of Grace, ne- 
ver before Printed, by Chles 
Doe. price 6 d. | 

I2. Inftruttion for the igno- 
rant, being Ten great Queſtions 
Anſwered,by Fobn Comper. 1.64 

13. Hymns Compoſed a ſe- 
veral Subjects, and on dives Oc- 
caſions, in four parts, with an 
Alptiabetical Table, by R. 2avis. 
the third Edition,Correttel with 
an Addition. p. 1 $. Bout. 

14. The Bonds of Lcve and 
Peace, or Duties. of Clriſtians 
one to another. price. 6% 

15. The Diſplay of glorious 
Grace, or the Covenantot Peace 


: opened in fourteen Sernons.p.25, 


16. The Leper and tne Lepers 
Houſe cleanſed, being an Expo- 
fition upon ſome. part of. the 
14th Chapter of Leniticus, di-. 
vided into Ten par:s, by Tho. ' 
Worden. price 15. RE 

17. A Sermon Treach't be- 
fore the Societies forRefornation 
of Manners in Dulliv, ly The, 
Emlyn. price 2d, ' 

18. The Glory ' of. q true 
Church; and its Diſcipline dif- 
plai'd, by Benj. Keach, price: 44- 


d 
- 19, The Exciſelmans Pocket 
Com- 


-,,ipadion, - with 12 : general 

.otes comprehending the whole 
-»2fineſs of the riding Otficer, 
by WH. [Tunt..” 

20. An'Efay for Reformation 
of Manners, wherein the Sword 
of the Word. in concurrence 

ith the Sword of the Magi- 

irate, is drawn azainft Immor- 
alities, : thoſe.of Swearing Curt 
lng, by'G, M. price 9'd.7 

21. Via Nartualis qua lingua 
{ atina facile perciptrur, -.0r-the 
natunl way to karn the+Littin 

"ongle, wherein the rules: are 
.2W, lain,. 63ſie and dbvious to 
che ſerſe of: 'ſteing;: »Compoſed 
ror theuſe of k private School, 
and bhugood 'of Children, 'by 
Wil, Care. price 204, © 

- 22. A Declaration'of the-con- 
gregationl Minifters  in-and | 
about L0:40n, againft antinomian 
Errors, ad ' ignorant -and-ſean- 
dalous Peſong. intruding thems- | 
ſelves intcthe Miniſtry, the l[e- 
cond Edithn, price 6 s. 

 '23. A'\Giifcffion" of Faith put 

forth by theElders andl Brethren 
of many/Copgregations of Chri- 
ſtians Baptizd, upon- . Profetlion 
of:their Talib, in Zonden 'and 


the Country, the third Baition, | 


price '1 8. Bod. 

424- Paterinl- AﬀeRion and 
hlial SthjeQtic;,, Uiſtin(Hy- con> 
fidered aſt apyied to Parents 

_ and 'Chiltren, in 'which bbth 
inay ſte Howe Dities-and: Privi- 
ledges, bi. 0. price ns; 

3% $lauyhter-hdjiſe; '6r 

: brief Deſciptionf the:Spaniſh 


Inquifitibn _jna (mEethon! parc] 


Hefore ere With more infgray+. 


Books newly Printed and Sold by Will MarJhally | 


ed in Copper, -by F. voleads 
price 15. + 

26, An Arrow againſt 14olas 
cry, 'taken out-of the quiver of 
the Lord of Hofts, by Heny 
Ainſworth, price 's.- 

27. De jure regnt apud Scones, 
or a Dialogue of Government in 
the Kingdom _of Scotland be> 
twixt George Buchanan and Thy. 
Maitland. 

-- 26, Myſtery Babylon,or the 
Whore of Rome intruding her 
Popifh Dottrine,by F, Humphries, 
price 6 4d. 

- 29, A ſure way toHeaven, 
price Bound 6 4d. 

30, Selette Sententte, - or a 
ſhort Treatiſe compoſ4 of des 
teQable and ufeft! Senences, fit- 
ted for all Capacities, but more 
eſpecially the Yyouzer ſorts 
price Gd. 

31. The-Funeral o'the Maſs, 
or the Maſs Dead ind ' Buried 
without hope of Reſurrefition, 


price 8 d, 

32, --he pious Nans Cornipa- 
Ve, ; _ to A Holy 
Life. »i-. | 


33. ble ' of free Juktificat . 

| on of a-Silner.- price 258, 
34+ Hiſhood's Heay enly trade: 

endo Bountl-25. 6d, 

- 35, 'Hiſhood's beſt Tieaſdte, 

pfice Bound 25. 6d. 

236. -Codk's Obſervation of 
Bodies, 125; 6d. - 

37- The. Fulflling of Serip- 
Femiing 
brought them from Zolland;and 
died'in-iny Houſe, aretnow: fold 
Bound for 25.64. tho? formery 


1ata greater Price. 
33. 
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gh. Rich redruivus, Or- Mrs 
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Riches Short-hand im« 


- paved; by Nathaniel Stringer a 


gyondam Scholar to the ſaid Mr, 
ich, price 15. 


;:+”” Y0s Hs Map of Salvati- 


on. 6 4a. 

' 40. Welch Bibles at a reaſon- 
able price. 
»;&1+ Danvers of Believers Bap- 
tizm, price 2 5, 

42; Searons: Letters to Per- 
fons of Juality. 15. 64. 

43, 'Youth's Comedy divers 
Meditaton on ſeveral Subje&s, 
by the Author of Youths Tra- 
gedy. prie Bound 15. 
| 44» bmabe of Semeramites 
Chymiſtn, Bound 64. 
45. Fai and order of Con- 


gregationl Churches in England | 


agreed upn by their Elders and 
Meſſenger: price 15s. | 

46. Colins Decimal Arith- 
metick, pree 1s. 

47- Allis Alarm in Welch. 
Bound 1s. , 
48, Cowtriman's g: *Je, or 
plain DiceQions tor -Jdering 
curing, breeding, choice, uſe and 


feeding of Horſes, Cows, Sheep, | 


Horſes, with ſeveral Cuts. price 
Bound 15. a” | 

49. EyangelicalEflays, being 
a Diſcovery of the everlaſting 
goſpel Life of Chriſt, by George 
Sikes, the ſecond Edition, 1s. 64. 

50. Divine Art. of Memory. 
Bouns 1.4 il 

51.: Norcate . of + Baptizm 
diſcovered plainly and faithfully 
according to the Word of God, 
publiſhed by Mr. Xiffin and Mr. 


Claridge, price 6 4. 
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52. Norcafe ' of . Baptiz; 
7 am into Welch. Bou; 

53+ Keeches Childs Delig 
fitted for the Education of Ch 
dren, and teaching to Spe 
Read, and caſt Account, wi! 
Letters to Parents, fitted f: 
the uſe of Schools, and ve 
uſeful for all Families, with { 
ou Copper Cuts. prite Bou; 

54. :Burnets Anatomy 5Spit 
tuallized in Divinity. 4. C 


| Mans Innocency. 2. His Apoſt: 


cy tram. God. 3. Man's /ecove. 
ry by the {ſecond Adam. 4 Chr. 
ſtians Duty. +5. Cauſes of A: 
fliction. 6. Jacouragenent t 
Believers. price 1 s 64. 

55+ Doctrine accojding t- 
Godlinelſs, being a Boiy of D 
yinity by F. C. price bund 25, 
; 66. Selete aliquot 1jopi fabu 
L atino carmine expre(ſs price 6 

57. Beams of the Spirit « 
Meditations, price 1d. 

$8, Chriſtians PxQice in A 
phabet. price 1d. ', 
- $9. Wirhers Prothehie, lar; 
Sheet, 24. Tr 
| 60, Ames Marrw of Divir 
ty. price 15. 6d, .; 2% 

61. Vindicationof Lir:urgic 
proved no Vindiations' by D: 
Falkner. price 18.0; 'tj - 

Books in Quar to; 
I. A DevoutMan: IK 


and his Death _lameifed, in F 


Sermon preachrd at a *pneral« 
Mr. Foſhua Bramley yi Thom: 
Wight. 'price Gl, 


| 'S | 
- 2. The Praiſe of tle Glory 0. | 


Grace, inveſting wth Grace | 


the beloyed, by F, G, price 15 
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